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Abstract: 

The COVID-19 pandemic has unmistakably been marked by 
inequity. Drawing from the 1987 Philippine Constitution's tenet that those 
less privileged should gain greater legal protection, there emerges a 
distinct Philippine interpretation of legal equality - one that is shaped not 
despite, but due to, the nation's idiosyncrasies. However, this theoretical 
commitment to social justice faces a tangible challenge when confronting 
the practicalities of vaccine distribution. The broader principle of equity 
remains nebulous, posing a quintessential dilemma: what constitutes 
fairness in allocation? This paper submits that the variance in “priority” 
reflects a nation’s moral stance, making the pandemic an illuminating lens 
through which the ethical inclinations of various societies can be 
juxtaposed. The paper, thus, examines Southeast Asian vaccination 
strategies, gleaning insights into the moral choices implicit within them. It 
aims to uncover the primary ethical frameworks guiding regional choices, 
attempting to discern the balance of individualistic versus communal 
tendencies. 

What each person gets, he gets from others [.]  

- Robert Nozick1 
 
 
1. Introduction 

Those who have less in life should have more in law.2 Such is the 
principle of social justice nestled within the provisions of the 1987 
Constitution.3 Promising de jure and de facto protections alike, the dictates 
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of Philippine legal order demands law’s aegis both equally and equitably. In 
so doing, it reaches beyond the traditional and conservative, and imposes a 
broader understanding of “equality of law” not in spite of our differences but 
in light them.4 

Nuance is drawn precisely because situational differences make 
substantive distinctions. This rings all the truer at a time where COVID-19, 
though sensed globally, is suffered in varying degree. In its Statement on the 
Coronavirus Disease, the Committee of Economic Social, and Cultural 
Rights highlighted how the devastation “wrought by COVID-19 has not been 
equally distributed amongst all people.”5  

Inequity is indeed the hallmark of the pandemic.6 In principle, the 
matter is clear: Equity dictates that those who suffer more be given more—
it is but just! But amidst bleaker realities, giving more to some means giving 
less (or none) to others.7 Our nuanced conception of equality would thus 
demand an equally nuanced conception of equity. The question thus arises: 
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