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The Seminar 'also recommended that the Secretary
General of the AALCC submit the final report and conclusions
of this Seminar to the Thirty-sixth Session of the AA_LCC to be
peld in Tehran in 1997, and that the re-examination of the
pangkok Principles on Status and Treatment of Refugees be
introduced at that Session as a key sub-item under the item
sgtatus and Treatment of Refugees”.

Accordingly, the Secretary General in his report to the
Commiittee at its Thirty-sixth Session (Tehran, 1997) conveyed
the outcome of the deliberations and the set of
recommendations adopted at the Manila Seminar. While some
delegates wished to carry forward the process of review set in
motion by the Manila Seminar, others had called for a more
detailed study of the recommendations before undertaking any
further work. Hence, the Committee in its resolution on this
item, while acknowledging the importance of the
recommendations adopted at the Manila Seminar, requested
“the Secretary General to convene as appropriate, a meeting of

experts in order to conduct an in-depth study of the issue, in
the refugee light of the recommendations of the Manila Seminar as well as
ent; durable the comments thereon at the current Session and report to the
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Thirty-seventh Session.

Expert Group Meeting on Status and Treatment of
Refugees, Tehran, 11-12 March 1998

In fulfillment of this mandate, at the invitation of the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, a meeting of
€Xperts was convened with the financial and technical
assistance of UNHCR at Tehran from11 to 12 March 1998. The
Meeting was attended by 29 Member States, as well as officials
from the AALCC Secretariat and UNHCR. The deliberation at
the Expert Meeting was again with reference to the following
four themes: definition of refugees; asylum and standards of
treatment; durable solutions; and burden-sharing.

The deliberations at the Expert Meeting, while reviewing

the Mani-la recommendations, also offered scope for addressing
SPecific issues regarding the four identified themes. Drawing
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countless millions of refugees. At a time of increasing complex

humanitarian emergencies world-wide, UNHCR believes that a
brOﬂdly agreed framework of legal principles provides the basis
for any predictable, principled and balanc;ed action.
Characterizing the 1966 AALCC’s Bangkok Principles as one
such legal framework that has withstood the passage of time,
he said that new reference points are also required to ensure
their continued relevance and flexibility to the problems of the
present and future. In this connection, he recalled the exercise
andertaken towards a comprehensive revision of the Bangkok

Principles, within the AALCC, over the past three years.

Commenting on the draft consolidated text on the
proposals for the revision of Bangkok Principles submitted to
the 37 Session of the AALCC, he said that the text reflects the
individual views and concerns of States — either in the body of
the text or through a helpful series of footnotes. Acknowledging
that not all of the principles are applicable to every context, he
was of the view that, the consolidated text provides a broad and
balanced framework by which States future policies and
practices can be guided. Terming the response of AALCC
Member States to the consolidated text as encouraging, he
expressed the belief of UNHCR that the time was now ripe to
bring this particular series of consultations to some positive
conclusion. Pledging the continued support of UNHCR to this
process, he expressed the hope that AALCC will continue to be
a forum where the basic principles of refugee protection in the
Asian and African regions can be frankly debated, revitalized

and reinforced.

The Delegate of Palestine recounted the experience of
Palestinian refugees during the last 50 years. Condemning
Israelj practices that triggered mass influx of Palestinian
refugees, he stated that the ‘right of return’ of Palestinian
People as affirmed by the resolutions of the UN General
ASSembly have not been honoured. While citing instances of
Israelj practices violating international humanitarian law, he
firew attention to the plight of Palestine refugees being hosted
In Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. Making a reference to the
Camp-David Agreement, he said that Israel has for the past 20
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posted 3.5 million Afghan refugees and is currently hosting 1.5
million refugees. Speaking on the AALCC- UNHCR initiative to
revise the Bangkok Principles, he stated that there was
Within tp considerable consensus on many provis.lons of the consghdated

. text and hence the AALCC Secretariat must examine the
proposals in the light of the comments received from the
Member States. He recommended the convening of a meeting to
consider the objections or modifications, if any, that the
Member States may propose to the text. It was his delegation’s
view that the revised text be adopted as early as possible.
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The Delegate of the Arab Republic of Egypt thanked the
Secretariat for its report and the Representative of the Office of
UNHCR for his statement. The AALCC-UNHCR Tehran Expert
Group Meeting held in 1998, he said, provided the opportunity

=y ;The Delegate of the Islamic Republ; for the AALCC to consolidate its work on the subject. Drawing
ASian(iqft}']e Committee on this topic slil; ll;gogj"an recalling the attention to the proposal submitted by Egypt at the Tehran
“Alllican  countyg ce 3, stated th Meeting, he offered brief comments on certain aspects of the
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that most of the refugee hosting countries were developing
SOuntries and hence require support from the international
€Ommunity to ensure compliance with their obligations in this
'€gard. On durable solutions, his delegation was of the view
that voluntary repatriation was the most appropriate one for

: aring. Expressing his 3
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o the Bangkok Principles he reaffirmed
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Decision on the Status and Treatment of
Refugees

(Adopted on 23.4.99)

The Asian African Legal Consultative Committee at its
Thirt}"eighth Session

Having considered the item Status and Treatment of
Refugees and the Secretariat Document No.AALCC/

YXXVII/Accra/ 99/S.2;

Recalling its Resolution 37/4 which requested the
Secretary General to undertake consultations with Member
states and with the office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, in particular on the consolidated
text of proposed revisions to the Bangkok Principles with a view
to submitting to the Thirty-eighth Session recommendations on

the said revisions;

Recalling the Report of the Secretary-General entitled
“Status and Treatment of Refugees” and the consolidated text
of revised proposals for the Bangkok Principles annexed thereto
and presented to this Thirty-eighth Session;

l. Expresses appreciation to the Secretary General for
undertaking consultations with Member States and with the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees;

2. Takes note with interest of the Report of the Secretary
General on the Status and Treatment of Refugees, the
Consolidated text of proposed revisions to the Bangkok
Principles and the comments submitted by Member States,
appearing as Annexes I, Il and III to the said Report;

3. Acknowledges that the Bangkok Principles and consolidated
text of proposed revisions thereto are of a declaratory and
non-binding character on Member States and are intended
to guide and inform Member States on relevant principles
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