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FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY-
GENERAL

The first half of 2019 has been an exciting one for the
AALCO. Our engagements with our Member States
were constructive and highly engaging. The major
highlight of the months gone by have been the

capacity-building initiatives in diverse areas of
international law in collaboration with various
organisation and institutes. AALCO has also actively
praticipated in various international fora. In addition,
AALCO's Regional Arbitration Centres actively
organised multiple events within their sphere of
mandates. We look forward to the Fifty-Eighth
Annual Session, to be held in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania in October that promises to continue the
glorious legacy of Afro-Asian solidarity in the
progressive development of International Law and
its codification.
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Group photo at the AALCO-ICRC Seminar on 8 January
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AALCO ACTIVITIES

AALCO-ICRC Seminar on Autonomous Weapon Systems, Artificial Intelligence
and Armed Conflict
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AALCO-Delhi Judicial Academy Seminar on “Operational Functioning of the
International Criminal Court and Judicial Education: Emerging Paradigms”
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Lecture by Ms. Anna Joubin-Bret, Secretary UNCITRAL at AALCO Secretariat
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Madame Christine Nemoto
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Forthcoming Activities (July-December)

71st Session of the International Law Commission on 18
July

5th China-AALCO Exchange and Research Programme
(CAERP) from 29 July to 16 August

Colloquium on International Law in the Changing World:
The Roles of developing countries on 29 July

Colloquium on International Law from 15 to 16 August

4th Working Group Meeting on International Law in
Cyberspace from 2 to 4 September

58th Annual Session of AALCO from 21 to 25 October

Seminar on 70th Anniversary of Geneva Conventions on
International Humanitarian Law on 15 November

AALCO Legal Advisors Meeting at the United Nations
Second Annual AALCO Arbitration Forum
63rd Constitution Day of AALCO on 15 November

The Liaison Officers Meetings (LOM) is held at the AALCO
HQ on the last Thursday of every two months.

PUBLICATIONS

The AALCO Yearbook, which is
a key publication of AALCO,
covers the entire work of the
Organization completed during
a given year, including the
statements of the Secretary-
General and the Deputy
Secretaries General delivered
at various events and meetings.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
BER)

NEWSLETTER

Volume 11, Issue 2 for the year
2018. The AALCO Newsletter is
the bi-annual publication of
AALCO published in the month of
July and December each year.

Upcoming Publications

o AALCO Journal of International Law
e AALCO Newsletter Volume 12, Issue 2

e Special Study on the topic: 'International Law
and the Legal Status of Jerusalem"

For more information on Internship opportunities at
AALCO write to: internships@aalco.int
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ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND DEPUTY
SECRETARIES-GENERAL
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Fifth SOAS Arbitration in Africa Conference, 2019- best Practices in Arbitration and
ADR in Africa, Arusha, Tanzania
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International Conference on Mediation, organized by the Law Centre I, Faculty of
Law, University of Delhi in association with the Mediation and Conciliation Project
Committee, Supreme Court of India, New Delhi, India

organizes

One-Day Seminar on the Global Compact on Refugees: From Hope to Action”,
Faculty of Legal Studies, South Asian University, New Delhi, India
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The Clean Silk Road Sub-Forum of the 2nd Belt and Road Forum (BRF),
Beijing, China

Hong Kong Business and Legal Summit, Hong Kong (SAR), China

11


sunilkumar
Typewritten Text

sunilkumar
Typewritten Text
11


Conference on Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Socities: SDG 16 Implementation and
the Path Towards Leaving No One Behind

Justice . SAGvIS
— for All : :
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Task Force on Justice
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je Societies

Fifth Commonwealth Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on
International Humanitarian Law, Kigali, Rwanda

[
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INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW (IHL)
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57th Meeting of the CAHDI, Strasbourg, France

African Regional Preparatory Meeting
for the Fourteenth United Nations
Congress on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

13

International Symposium on Global
Governance over Corruption and
Terrorism, Beijing, China
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REGIONAL ARBITRATION CENTRES

INTRODUCTION

'TRAC

NAIROB| CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION
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In March, 2019, the Centre embarked upon a second review of its Arbitration &
Conciliation Rules to be launched by 30th August, 2019. This revision would focus on
providing the necessary clarity in the expedited formation of the Arbitral Tribunal,
appointment of arbitrators, Costs and Deposit of Costs so that parties to domestic
and international arbitrations, including Treaty-based Investor-State arbitrations
would find it expedient to utilize these Rules in more expeditious and friendly
resolution of their disputes.

UNCITRAL WORKING GROUPS Il & llI- The Director of Centre attended the
UNCITRAL Working Group Il 69th Session (Dispute Settlement from 4th -8th
February, 2019) & Working Group Il 37th Session (Investor States Dispute Settlement
Reforms- 1st -5th April 2019), both in New York, United States of America where both
Sessions focused on Dispute Settlement and the harmonisation and modernisation
of Investor States Dispute Settlement (ISDS) Reforms, respectively, where the  Hon'ble Wilfred Ikatari, Director, RCICAL

concerns raised by Member-States, international Institutions and other users were
extensively discussed with a view to addressing such observed concerns.

The Centre was represented at this conference by Messers Omosioni Oru and McHarry Mordi, both Counsel at the Centre. It
featured inter-alia discussions about damages in Construction arbitration, Smart Contract arbitration, Oil & Gas, Banking and
Financial Dispute arbitration and climaxed with the ICC, Nigeria Centenary celebrations.

EPHRAIM ARBITRATION DAY- The Director of Centre was present and delivered a speech touching on Treaty-based
Investor-State arbitrations at “Ephraim Arbitration Day”’, an event themed, "CURBING GUERILLA TACTICS IN ARBITRATION
PRACTICE", to celebrate Hon. Olusola Ephraim Oluwanuga's elevation to “Chartered Arbitrator” of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators, UK and induction as “Fellow" of the Society of Construction Industry Arbitrators Abuja, Nigeria on 24th June, 2019.

In pursuance of the mandate assigned to the Centre, it modified and improved its website to a more user-friendly, interactive
and informative website resulting in the homepage upgrade to include useful links, viz.: (i) the web links of the relevant
ministries such as Foreign Affairs, Justice, Apex Judicial Bodies of the Member States and other official websites of AALCO
Member States thereby enabling the user to browse and access the information relating thereto; (ii) a link, ‘Legal Study Guide'
has been created, subject to further additions and upgrades, which provides further information relating to the topics on the
activities of the Centre, such as legal instruments at both international and regional levels as well as useful advance research
electronic links. It serves as a portal for research on selected topics. At present links relating to topics identified as
contemporary and relevant are also being created. Further, Centre acquired state of the art ultra-modern conference
equipment for easier audio and video recording/ production of transcript as well as furniture, fittings and air-conditioning
units for more conducive Seminar/ Hearing rooms and offices.

The Centre over this period also upgraded its ICT to burst its presence in international/ domestic online financial and other
arbitration activities by the deployment of a robust ICT package and an ultra- modern Art server room. Communication
System was also enhanced by installation of inter-com system within the premises for ease of internal communication and
efficiency booster. Similarly, on 31st January 2019, the Centre equally upgraded its specialised arbitration library to serve
research students, also open to the public, staff and arbitrators at the Centre for proceedings. It further envisages a higher
notch at the second phase by providing an E-library run on the server room already provided and acquired and installed two
generators (45KVA & 11KVA) as alternative sources to power supply.

Hi-tech surveillance cameras providing 24/7 security of the diplomatic premises and a see-through electric iron/wire fence
have been installed to complement the operations of Centre's security staff with deployment of electronic doors and gate
automation envisaged at the next phase.

Two awards were published within the period under review and they are institutional arbitrations, one of which has to do with
construction engineering while the other is related to marine surveillance. Four new ones were initiated, all institutional as
well, relating to civil engineering, leasing and supplies while several are at various stages of progress.
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GAR Guide to regional
arbitration award for an
arbitral institution that

impressed:

Cairo Regional
Centre for
International
Commercial
Arbitration
(CRCICA)

19


sunilkumar
Typewritten Text
19


20


sunilkumar
Typewritten Text
20




