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EXPRESSIONS OF FOLKLORE AND ITS INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION (Non-Deliberated)
The Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization at its Forty-Seventh Session,
Having Considered the Secretariat Document No. AALCO/47th/ HEADQUARTERS (NEW DELHI) SESSION/2008/S 14,

Taking note, with appreciation, of the comments included in the Report of the Secretary-General,

Recognizing the importance of national and international protection of the ‘expressions of folklore’ for the Asian-African countries,

Welcoming the WIPO’s Governing Council initiative in establishing an Intergovernmental Committee (IGC) to discuss the legal, policy and international framework for the protection of expressions of Folklore,

Also welcoming the renewal of the mandate of the IGC by WIPO’s Governing Council in October 2007,

1.
Expresses the hope that the WIPO IGC would be able to adopt an international legal and policy framework for the protection of expressions of folklore;

2.
Requests the Secretary-General to organize an expert meeting in cooperation with WIPO, to facilitate the exchange of views by Member States on the issues of international protection of expressions of folklore including the Draft Agreement for the Protection of Expressions of Folklore prepared by the International Bureau of WIPO; 

3.
Encourages the Member States to actively participate in the work of the Thirteenth Session of the WIPO IGC;  

4.
Directs the Secretary-General to follow up the developments within the WIPO IGC on ‘expressions of folklore’, and to present the views of the AALCO Member States to the IGC; and

5.
Decides to place the item on the provisional agenda of its Forty-Eighth Session.

