RES/47/S 3

4 JULY 2008

THE STATUS AND TREATMENT OF REFUGEES  (Non-deliberated) 

The Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization at the Forty-Seventh Session,

Having considered the Secretariat Document No. AALCO/47th/HeadQuarters (New Delhi) Session /2008/ S 3,

Taking note, with appreciation, of the comments included in the Report of the Secretary-General, 

Realizing the immense human suffering occasioned by the phenomenon of mass population movements resulting from conflict, natural and man-made disasters and war,

Deploring practices of forced displacement in particular ethnic cleansing and their negative consequences for the enjoyment of fundamental human rights by large groups of populations, 

Noting with concern that the effects of political instability, internal strife, human rights violations and natural disasters such as drought, have led to increased number of refugees and displaced persons in some countries of Africa,  

Recognizing the importance of finding durable solutions to refugee problems and recognizing also, that the search for durable solutions includes the need to address the root causes of movements of refugees and asylum seekers from their countries of origin,  

Reaffirming the pivotal role of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol thereto, in the protection of the rights of refugees, along with the regional instruments that compliment them, notably the 1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa and the 1984 Cartagena Declaration on refugees,  

1. Calls upon States and other Parties to armed conflict to observe scrupulously the letter and the spirit of international humanitarian laws bearing in mind that armed conflicts are one of the principal causes of forced displacement in Africa;

2. Urges Member States who have not yet done so to consider ratifying/acceding to the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol and other instruments existing in this area; and

3. Decides to place the item on the Provisional agenda of its Forty-Eighth Session. 
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