RES/47/S 5

4 JULY 2008
          LEGAL PROTECTION OF MIGRANT WORKERS (Non-deliberated)
The Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization at its Forty-Seventh Session,

Having considered Secretariat Document No. AALCO/47th/HEADQUARTERS (NEW DELHI) SESSION/2008/S 5,

Taking note, with appreciation, of the comments included in the Report of the Secretary-General, 

Recalling the directive given to the Secretariat at its Fortieth Session by its Resolution 40/SP.1 to consider the drafting of a Model Agreement for Co-operation among Member States on issues related to Migrant workers. 

Appreciating the efforts of the Secretariat in the preparation of the Revised Draft Model Regional Co-operation Agreement between States of Origin and States of Destination/Employment within AALCO Member States in collaboration with the International Organization for Migration (IOM),

Considering the significance of the High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development organized by the UN General Assembly in September 2006,

Aware of the problems faced by sending, transitory and receiving States concerning Migrant Workers in particular and Migration in General,

Recognizing that trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants continue to pose a serious challenge to humanity and require a concerted international response, 
Encouraging all Member States to devise, enforce and strengthen effective measures to prevent, combat, and eliminate all forms of trafficking in persons and to protect the victims of trafficking in particular women and children subjected to forced labour or sexual abuse or commercial exploitation and violence, 

1.   
Requests the Member States to promote and protect effectively the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrant workers regardless of their immigration status especially those of women and children in conformity with the international legal instruments to which they are a party;

2.   
Requests further that States which have not yet done so to enact domestic legislation and to take further effective measures to combat and prosecute international trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants; 

3.  
Reaffirms the right of Governments to enforce their migration laws consistent with their international legal obligations in general and international human rights law in particular; and

4.    
Decides to place the item on the provisional agenda of its Forty-Eighth Session.  
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