RES/47/ORG 2

4 JULY 2008
AALCO’s DRAFT BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2009
The Asian African Legal Consultative Organization at its Forty-Seventh Session,

Having heard with appreciation the introductory statement of the Secretary-General on the financial situation and Draft Budget for the year 2009,
Taking note of the comments of the Member States,
Also taking note that the Draft Budget for the Year 2009 was placed for the consideration of Liaison Officers of Member States of AALCO at the 295th Meeting held on 18 December 2007, 
Expressing serious concern regarding the precarious fiscal situation of the AALCO Secretariat,

Noting the fact that the scale of assessment of contributions from Member States have remained stagnant for the past 15 years,

Referring to the study circulated by the Secretariat in the Forty-Sixth Session held in Cape Town, Republic of South Africa, in 2007 regarding the necessity to revise the scale of contributions,

Expressing appreciation to Amb. Dr. Wafik Zaher Kamil for his endeavours during his tenure as the Secretary-General of AALCO towards streamlining the expenses of the Secretariat, sensitizing the Member States about the fiscal condition of AALCO, and exerting all possible efforts towards collecting arrears of contribution from Member States,

Taking into account that the Budget for the year 2009 would be implemented by the new Secretary-General Prof. Dr. Rahmat Mohamad,

Also taking into account the fact that the new Secretary-General would discuss this matter within the Secretariat and study the proposals made by Amb. Dr. Wafik Zaher Kamil, with Member States and place the Draft Budget for consideration of Liaison officers in December 2008, and thereafter present it at the Forty-Eighth Session of AALCO in 2009,
Noting that some Member States emphasized on the need for a more effective external auditing system to be introduced for the use of the budget of the Organization, 
1. Requests those  Member States who have not paid their contributions for the year 2008 in full and to do so in time in  accordance with their budgetary systems in order to ensure the smooth functioning of the Organization;
2. Urges those Member States who are in arrears to fulfill their financial obligations and to clear expeditiously the same and in order to enjoy the right to get involved actively in various official events stipulated in the Statutes and Statutory Rules of AALCO;
3. Also urges the new Secretary-General to exert all possible efforts to streamline the expenses of the Secretariat and to  take all necessary steps to clear the accumulated arrears;
4. Requests Member States to consider the proposal of the Secretariat to revise the scale of annual contributions and constitute a Committee of Member States to study this issue in-depth and submit their Report and Recommendations for the consideration at the Forty-Eighth Session;

5. Directs the new Secretary-General in consultation with the  Member States to formulate necessary measures against those Member States who are in arrears, and circulate it to Member States before the Forty-Eighth Session for their attention, consideration and follow-up; and 
6. Decides to place the item on the agenda of the Forty-Eighth Session to be held in 2009.

