
continental shelf, in accordance with the criteria set out eith
. h· ~m t e 1958 Convention or the 1982 Convention
inconsistent with the provisions of article 76 of the ' 19~e
Convention. :2

. With its entry into force and with new prospects for it
umversal acceptance the Convention on the Law of the Se .s
tt ti d ad wi a ISa rac mg renewe ad widespread interest among governm
d . entsan mtergovernmental and non-governmental organizatio

The Convention is being increasingly recognized as provid ~s.
the mechani~m for addressin~ all oce:m related issues, and 1~;
clearly defining the terms of international co-operation serv
t h dinati eso en ance co-or mation and promote coherence of action. In
the wor~s of the. Secretary-General of the United Nations "the
Convention provides a universal legal framework for rationall. . y
m~agmg ~ann~ resources and an agreed set of principles to
guide ~onsIde.ratIOn of ~he numerous issues and challenges
that Wlll contmue to anse from navigation and over flight to
resource exploration and .exploitation conservation and
pollution and fishing and shipping, the Convention provides a
focal point for international deliberation and for action".

It may be stated in this regard that the General
~ssembly at its 53rd Session taking into account of the
Importance of reliable hydrographic and nautical information
to enhanc~ the safety of navigation, inter alia encouraged
States parties to the Convention to deposit with the Secretary-
General charts and geographical coordinates, as provided for in
the Convention .

.The entry into force of the Convention has brought new
attention to all areas affected, or potentially affected, by the
Law of the Sea. Attention is now focused by the world Trade
Organiz~tion (WTO)and the World Customs Organization 011

the possible need to formulate special provisions as to "rules of
origin" to deal with products (both living and non-living)
originating or derived from the various maritime zones. 111

addition to clarifying the concepts and the jurisdictione-
aspects of the territorial sea, the high seas, the Continental
Shelf, the Exclusive Economic Zone and the International
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b d Area the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea he s bro~ght a broad range of issues to the attention of theSea a .. d.cal Committee of the World Customs Organization an
Techni .. hi h h dWTO Committee on Rules of Origin, w IC are c arge
~~h further legal developments under the Agreement on Rules
of Origin.

In recent times there has been an increasing thr~at to
. ing from piracy and armed robbery at sea. According to

:::~P~eport of the Secretary-General ther~ had .been 2.52
incidents of piracy and armed robbery agamst ShIPS dunng
1997. The gravity of the problem has been br~ught to the
attention of a number of fora including the ~eetmg of S~~tes
Parties to the Convention, the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), and the General Assembly of the United
Nations. The General Assembly, at its 53rd Session expressed
its appreciation and support for the ongoing work of th~ IMO
and urged all States, in particular the Coastal States m .the
affected regions-" to take all necessary and appropnate
measures to prevent and combat incidents of piracy and armed
robbery at sea and to investigate or cooperate in the
investigation of such incidents wherever they occur and bring
the alleged perpetrators to justice in accordance with
international law. The Assembly also called upon States to
cooperate fully with the IMO to combat piracy and armed
robbery against ships, by submitting reports on such
incidents.

-
37 T

he areas most affected by pirates and armed robbers are the South China
Sea: the Strait of Malacca; Indian Ocean; East and West Africa; and South
America.
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ANNEX

NERALASSEMBLY
~:ity-tbird Session
Itesn 38 (a)

RESOLUTIONADOPTED BYTHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
itbout reference to a Main Committee (A/53/L.35 and

(\V Add1.)
53/32. Oceans and the Law of the Sea

The General Assembly,

6 January 1999

Recalling its resolutions 49/28 of 6 December 1994.
50/23 of 5 December 1995, 51/34 of 9 December 1996 52/26
of 26 November 1997 adopted subsequent to the entry into
force of the Law of the Sea3~ ("the Convention") on 16
November 1994.

Recalling also its resolution 2749 (XXV)of 17 December
1970, and considering that the Convention, together with the
Agreement relating to the implementation of part XI of the
United nations Convention on the Law· of the Sea of 10
December 198239("the 'Agreement"), provides the regime to be
applied to the Area and its resources as defined in the
Convention.

Emphasizing the universal of the Convention and its
fundamental importance for the maintenance and
;:engthening of international peace and security, as well as

r the sustainable use and development of the seas and
oceans and their resources.

inr Conscious that the problems of ocean space are closely
errelated and need to be considered as a whole ,---11 ~---------
OffiCial Re d f J Thi . .v I Cor s or r te J, ird United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
A~C'XVl\ (United Nations Publication, Sales No. E, 84. Y.3.), document

ONF.621122.
ResOlutIon 48/263 A. nnex.
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Noting with satisfaction that "Oceans and seas" will b
the sectoral theme discussed by the Commission on.e
Sustainable Development at its seventh session in 1999,

Reaffirming the strategic importance of the Convention.
as a framework for national, regional and global action in th
marine sector, as recognized also by the United Nation:
Conference on Environment and Development in chapter 17 of
Agenda 21,40 as well as in the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21, in particular paragraph 36
thereof dealing with oceans and seas,«!

Recalling that, by its resolution 49/131 of 19 December
1994, it proclaimed 1998 the International Year of the Ocean,

Noting with satisfaction the increase in the number of
States parties to the Convention and the Agreement,

Recognizing the impact on States of the entry into force
of the Convention and the Agreement and the increasing need,
particularly of developing States, for advice and assistance in
their implementation in order to benefit thereunder,

Taking note with concern of the financial situation of the
International Seabed Authority and 'the International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea,

Conscious of the need to promote and facilitate
international cooperation, especially at the subregional and
regional levels, in order to ensure the orderly and sustainable
development of the uses and resources of the seas and oceana.

Conscious also of the importance of education and
training in the field of ocean affairs and the law of the sea,

40 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio
de Janeiro. 3-14 June 1991. (United Nations publication, Sales No.E.93.1.8 and
Corrigenda) vol. I.

41 Resolution S-19/2, annex.
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king account of the importance of reliable
fa hie and nautical information to enhance the safety of

drograp
~~Vigation,

Expressing its concern at the increasing threat ,to
, f om piracy and armed robbery at sea and ItS.

sbiPpmgt, r and support for the ongoing work of therec1a IOn , . . .
apP ti onal Maritime Organization m this area,
Interna 1

Expressing its appreciation once again to ~he Secr~t~-
neral for his efforts in ~uppo~t of the, C.onvent:on and. m ItS

Ge , l'mplementation mcludmg providing assistance m theffectlve' ,
~nctioning of the institutions created by the Convention,

Noting the responsibilities of the. Secretary-General
der the Convention and related resolutions of the General

~~semblY, in particular resolu tiohs 49/28 and 52/26, and
emphasizing the importan~e of the I?erfor~ance of s~ch
responsibilities for the effective and consistent implementation
ofthe Convention,

Taking note of the Report of the Secretary-General.e- and
reaffirming the importance of the annual consideration and
review by the General Assembly of the overall developments
pertaining to the implementation of the Convention, as well as
of other developments relating to the law of the sea ocean
affairs,

1. Call upon all States that have not done so, in order to
achieve the goal of universal participation, to become parties to
the Convention and the Agreement;

2. Reaffirms the unified character of the Convention;

~, Calls upon States to harmonize as a matter of priority
toetr national legislation with the provisions of the Convention,
enensure the consistent application of those provisions and to

SUre that any declarations or statements that they have

AlS3/456.
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made or make when signing, ratifying or acceding are .
i: . . h 111contorrrnty Wit the Convention and to withdraw any of th .

d I . elr
ec aratioris or statements that are not in conformity;

4. Encourages States parties to the Convention to deposit
with the Secretary-General charts and geographical
coordinates, as provided for in the Convention',

5. Requests the Secretary - General to convene the Meetin
of States Partie~ to the. Convention in New York from 19 to 2~
May 1999, dunng which, on 24 May, the election of seve
Judges of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sell
("the Tribunal") will take place, a

6. Notes u:ith satisfaction that the Tribunal established in
accordance With annex VI to the Convention as a new means
for t?e ~ettlement of disputes concerning the interpretation or
apph.catIOnof the Convention and the Agreement, delivered its
first Judgment on 4 December 1997-,

7. Encourages States parties to the Convention to consider
making a written declaration choosing from the means set out
~n article ~87 for the settlement of disputes concerning the
mterpretation and application of the Convention and the
Agreement, and invites States to note the provisions of
annexes VI, VII and VIII to the Convention concerning,
respectively, the Tribunal, arbitration and special arbitration;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate lists of
conciliators and arbitrators drawn up and maintained in
accordance with annexes V and VII to the Convention and to
update these lists accordingly,

9. Notes with satisfaction the progress in the work of the
International Seabed Authority and emphasizes the importance
of continued progress towards the adoption of the regulations
on prospecting and exploration for poly metallic nodules;

10. Notes with appreciation the adoption of the Agreement
concerning the Relationship between the United Nations and
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Authority and the Agreement on Cooperation and
~~atiOnshiP between the United Nations and the Tribunal,

1 Appeal to all members of the Authority and all States
1 .ties to the Convention to pay their assessed contributions
P~he Authority and to the Tribunal, respectively, in full and
to time in ensure that they are able to carry out their
~:nctions as provided for in the Convention;

12. Notes with satisI.ac~ion the progress. in the work of the
commission on the limits of the Continental Shelf ("the
Commission")during its third and fourth sessions, held in New
York from 4 to 15 May and from 31 August to 4 September
1998, respectively, in adopting provisionally its rules of
procedure and it adopting provisionally its scientific and
technical guidelines aimed at assisting States to prepare their
submissions regarding the outer limits of their continental
shelf;

13. Approves the convening by the Secretary-General of the
fifth and sixth sessions of the Commission in NewYork from 3
to 14 May and from 30 August to 3 September 1999,
respectively;

14. Express its appreciation to the Secretary - General for
the annual comprehensive report on oceans and the law of the
sea43 and for the activities of the Division for Ocean Affairs and
the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs of the
~ecretar~at, in accordance with the provisions of the
onventIOn and the mandate set forth in resolutions 49/28

and 52/26;

~5.. ~equests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
to~~tutlOnal capacity of the Organization adequately responds
the e needs of States, the newly established institutions under
organ'Co~vention and other competent international

IzatlOns by idi d . d' ..accou prOVImg a VIce an assrstance taking into
nt needs of developing countries'--- '

4)

,4,/53/456.
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16. Also requests the Secretary - General to continue to
carry out the responsibilities entrusted to him in the
Convention and related resolutions of the General Assembly,
including those mentioned in paragraph 11 of resolution
52/26, and to ensure that the performance of such activities is
not adversely affected by savings as may be realized under the
approved budget for the Organization;

17. Notes with appreciation the continued efforts of the
Division of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea to provide
timely information on the oceans, marine affairs and the law of
the sea through its Web site, site on the Intemet.s+

18. Reaffirms the importance of ensuring the uniform and
consistent application of the Convention and a coordinated
approach to its overall implementation, and of strengthening
technical cooperation and financial assistance for this purpose,
stresses once again the continuing importance of the efforts of
the Secretary General to these ends, and reiterates its
invitation to the competent international organizations and
other international bodies to support these objectives;

19. Invites Member States and others in a position to do so
to contribute to the further development of the Hamilton
Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship Programme on the
law of the Sea established by the General Assembly in
resolution 35/116 of 10 December 1980, and to support the
training activities under TRAIN-SEA-COASTprogramme of the
Division for-Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea;

20. Notes with interest the ongoing work of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO)towards a convention for the implementation of the
provisions of the Convention, relating to the protection of the
underwater cultural heritage, and stresses the importance of
ensuring that the instrument to be elaborated is in full
conformity with the relevant provisions of the Convention;

44 www.un.org/Depts.los.
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I vites States to cooperate in carrying out hydr~graphic
21. nand nautical services for the purpose of ensurmg safe
s\lrvey~ n as well as to ensure the greatest uniformity in
l1~vig:U~d nautical publications and t~ co?rdinate. the~r
char: . 50 that hydrographic and nautical information IS

tiVlUe5 .aC vailable on a worldwide scale;
Jll~dea

Urges all States, in particular coastal Stages in affected
22.. 5 to take all necessary and appropriate measures to
regiont and combat incidents of piracy and armed robbery at
Presen . he i .. f hand to investigate or cooperate m t e investigation 0 sue
:~dents wherever ~hey occur ='.bring .the alleged
perPetrators to justice m accordance with international law;

23. Calls upon States' to cooperate fully with the
Intemational Maritime Organization to combat piracy and
armed robbery against ships, including by submitting reports
on incidents to that organization;

24. Takes note of the work of the Independent World
Commission on the Oceans, and of its report "The Ocean ..Our
Future", and welcomes its issuance in the context of the
International Year of the Ocean;

25. Reaffinns its decision to undertake an annual review
and evaluation of the implementation of the Convention and
other developments relating to ocean affairs and the law of the
sea·•

~6. Reaffirms also its decision, in resolution S-19/2 of 28
~ne .19?7, to consider the results of the review by the
"0llUnlSS10n Sustainable Development of the sectoral theme of
thceans and seas" in 1999 under the agenda item "Oceans and

e law of the sea'",
27.Ge Requests the Secretary - General to report to the
Un~eral Assembly at its fifty-fourth session on the
~ ~rnentation of the present resolution, including other

~eopmer:ts and is~ues r.elati~g to ocean affairs and the law
sea, m connection with hIS annual comprehensive report
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on oc.eans m:d the law of the sea, and to circulate the report
sufficiently In .advance of consideration by the General
Assembly of the Item concerning oceans and the law of the Sea:,
28. Decides to include in the provisional agenda vi" its fift
fourth session the item entitled "Oceans and the law of thYe~
sea".
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JII- UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF INTERNATIONAL
VI- REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL ON THE

~ iALCC MEETING ON THE THREE PRELIMINARY
REPORTS ON THE THEMES OF THE FIRST

lfTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE HELD IN NEW
I DELHI, ON 11TH AND 12TH FEBRUARY, 1999

(i) Introduction

The General Assembly of the United Nations had by its
Resolution 44/23 declared the Decade of the Nineties as the
United Nations Decade of International Law. Four main
objectivesof the Decade are:
(i) to promote acceptance of and respect for the principles of

international law; #

(ii) to promote methods and means for the peaceful
settlement of disputes between States, including resort to
and full respect for the International Court of Justice;

(ill) to encourage the progressive development and
codification of international law; and

(iv) to encourage the teaching, study, dissemination and
wider appreciation of international law.

Following upon the adoption of General Assembly
Resolution44/23 an item entitled 'The United Nations Decade of
International Law"was placed on the agenda of the 29th Session
of ~e AALCC (Beijing, 1990). The item has thereafter been
COnSideredat each successive Session of the General Assembly
~~e United Nations as well as the AALCC.The matter has also
M en discussed at the meetings of the Legal Advisers of the
ember States of the AALCC.

AAL The item w~s also considered at the 37th Session of the
reariC (NewDelhi, 1998). At that session the AALCC,inter alia,

Inned that many of the political, economic and social
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problems which riddle the member States of the international
society can be resolved on the basis of the rule of law.
Reiterating the significance of strict adherence to the principles
of law as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations the
AALCCat its 37th Session requested its Member States to give
serious attention to the observance and implementation of the
Decade. It requested the Secretary General to urge the Member
States to ratify the relevant international Conventions and
apprise the Secretary General of the United Nations of the
initiative taken by the AALCCSecretariat in that regard. It also
directed the Secretariat of the AALCCto continue its efforts
towards the realization of the objectives of the United Nations
Decade of International Law.

At the 37th Session of the AALCC,held in New Delhi in
April 1998 note was taken of the proposal advanced by the
Russian Federation, at the 51st session of the General
Assembly, for a third international peace conference with a view
to considering international law and order in the post cold-war
world at the threshold of the twenty first century. Recalling
General Assembly Resolution 52/159 on "1999 Action Dedicated
to the Centennial of the First Peace Conference and to the
Closing of the United Nations Decade of International Law" the
delegations of several Member States whilst supporting the
convening of a Peace Conference in 1999 emphasized the active
participation by the Member States and the Secretariat of the
AALCCin preparing for the proposed conference in 1999. The
view was expressed that the commemoration of the first Peace
Conference, together with the adoption of a Declaration and a
Plan of Action would assist in furthering the avowed objectives
of the Decade even during the next millennium. The Secretariat
of the AALCCwas requested to monitor developments in this
regard and to study the means to appropriately mark the
closure of the United Nations Decade of International Law.

Meeting of the Legal Advisers of Member States of the
AALCC

The Committee at its 37th Session (NewDelhi, 1998) had
inter alia directed the Secretariat to convene a meeting of the
Legal Advisers of Member States at the United Nations
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d uarters in NewYork.aeB q .
pursuant to that mandate a meeting of the LegalAdvisers

States of the AALCCwas convened at the UN Office
Mernberof York in October 1998.

ill New
The basic objective of the meeting was to seek the opinion
. guidance of LegalAdvisers of Member States on three

d Pollcy . . al Ian ly (i) United Nations Decade of Irrterrratiori aw
. rns name • (..) thlte . the Third International Peace Conlerence; 11 e
inc~~:~~ade Organization; and (iii) Environmental Law. The
WO.d tion of these items had been based on a backgroundconsl eraU. .
note prepared by the Secretanat.

The Background Note prepared ~y the Secr~tariat had
recalled that at its 51st Session the Sixth Committee of the
General Assembly considered a proposal rel~ted to the ~999
Action dedicated to the centennial of the FIrst ~nternati?nal
Peace Conference and to the closing of the Umted Nations
Decade of International Law" submitted by the Governments of
the Netherlands and the Russian Federation. It had
recommended that the General Assembly invite the
Governments of the Russian Federation and the Netherlands to
arrange a preliminarily discussion with other ~terested Memb~r
States on the substantive content of 1999 action and to seek ill

this respect the co-operation of the International Court of
justice, the Permanent Court of Arbitration, relevant
intergovernmental organizations, as well as other relevant
organizations. The Sixth Committee had also recommended that
the General Assembly call upon the competent United Nations
organs, programmes and specialized agencies to study the
POssibilities of providing assistance to that end. Finally, the
SixthCommittee recommended that the Assembly include in the
pro~sional agenda of its 52nd Session, under the item "United
ations Decade of International Law" a sub-item entitled" 1999

~ction dedicated to the Centennial of the first International

IneaceConference and to closing of the United Nations Decade of
ternational Law".

It was against this backdrop that the Sixth Committee
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had considered the Programme of Action for the Celebration of
the Centennial of the First International Peace Conference
proposed by the Russian Federation and the Netherlands. The
proposal envisaged that the three main themes viz. (i) the
armament question; (ii) humanitarian law and the laws and
customs of war; and (iii)the peaceful settlement of disputes, on
the agenda of the First Peace Conference would feature on the
agenda of the 1999 celebration of the Centennial of the first
Hague Peace Conference.

The General Assembly at its 52nd Session had welcomed
the Programme ofAction dedicated to the Centennial of the first
International Peace Conference, presented by the Governments
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and of the Russian
Federation aiming to contribute to the further development of
the themes of the first and the second International Peace
Conference and which could be regarded as a third International
Peace Conference. The Assembly invited (i) the Governments of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands and of the Russian Federation
to proceed with the implementation of the Programme of Action;
(ii) all States to participate in the activities set out in the
Programme ofAction, as well as to initiate such activities and to
co-ordinate their efforts in this respect at the global level, as well
as at the regional and national levels; and (iii)All States to take
appropriate measures to ensure universal participation in the
activities pursuant to the Programme of Action, with special
consideration for he participation of representatives of the least
developed countries.

Further it may be recalled in this regard that an item
entitled "Co-operation Between the United Nations and the
Asian African Legal Consultative Committee" was placed on the
provisional agenda of the 53rd Session of the General Assembly
and that in its resolution on the "Co-operation Between the .
United Nations and the Asian African Legal Consultative
Committee" adopted on 4 November 1996 the General Assembly
had inter alia noted with appreciation the decisions of the
AALCCto "participate actively in the programmes of the United
Nations Decade of International Law.

Within the framework of the United Nations Decade of
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. a1 Law the Governments of the Kingdom of
tlOn' . all dIJ1tetfla ds and the Russian Federation had been c e uI?on

JIlewerlallize and co-ordinate the Centennial of th~ F1rst
to org~na1 Peace Conference. Thereafter the .co-organ1zers of
ItlterJlatl 9 Centennial celebrations transm1tted the fi~st
we. 1.99 report on the peaceful settlement .of dis~utes with
pre1itJlln~ that the report be considered by AS1anAfrican Legal
We reque~ Committee. It was requested also that a report on
consultati:'~ee's consideration of the preliminary report on the
we comm~ettlement of Disputes be made ~vailable to. the
peacef~le Secretariat of the Centennial of=~rrst Inte~a~IOnal
Eltecutgonference with a view to its inclUSIOnm the. revrsion of
peace t for final discussions at the expert meetmgs at the
the rep.orMsay1999 and sf Petersburg in June 1999.
Haguem

Similar requests had also been mad~ u: respect of the
funinary Reports on International Human1tarIan Law ~d the

Pre f War' and development of international law relatmg to
LaWS 0 , . fi H Pdisarmament and arms control ;31nce the irst ague eace
Conference, 1899.

In the "Progress Report on the action dedicated to the
1999 centennial of the first International Peace Confe~ence an~
to the closing of the United Nations D~cade of Internahonal Law
submitted by the delegations of the Kingdom ?f the Netherlands
and the Russian Federation at the 53rd SeSSIOnof t~e Gener~
Assembly, the co-organizers propose~ t?e convenmg of SlX
regional meetings to discuss the preliminary reports on the
themes of the first International Peace Conference. The AALCC
was identified as one of the regional intergovernmental
organizations which could convene such a meeting and thus
providean opportunity for the representative of AALCCMember
States to exchange views on the Three Reports for final
discussion at the Expert Meetings scheduled to be held at the
Hague in May 1999 and St. Petersburg in June 1999..Th~ Legal
AdvisersofMember States of the AALCCat their meetmg m New
York in October 1998 directed the Secretariat to convene a
lUeetingenvisaged in that Report and endorsed by the General
Assembly resolution on the subject of Action to be taken
dedicated to the 1999 centennial of the first International Peace
Conference and to the closing of the United Nations Decade of
International Law.
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