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be appropriate to permit the assessment of the progress made during the
Decade.

At its 51st Session the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly
considered a proposal related to the 1999 Action dedicated to the centennial
of'the first International Peace Conference and to the closing of the United
Nations Decade of International [Law™ submitted by the Governments of the
Netherlands and the Russian Federation. It recommended that the General
Assembly invite the Governments of the Russian Federation and the Netherlands
to arrange a preliminarily discussion with other interested Member States on
the substantive content of 1999 action and to seek in this respect the cooperation
of the International Court of Justice, the Permanent Court of Arbitration relevant
intergovernmental organizations, as well as other relevant organizations.*®* The
Sixth Committee also recommended that the General Assembly call upon the
competent United Nations organs, programmes and specialized agencies to
study the possibilities of providing assistance to that end. Finally, the Sixth
Committee recommended that the Assembly include in the provisional agenda
of'its 52nd session, under the item “United Nations Decadeof International
Law” a sub-item entitled “ 1999 Action dedicated to the Centennial of the.First

Intemational peace Conference and to closing of the United Nations Decade
of International Law”.

It was against this backdrop that the Sixth Commuttee considered the
Programme of Action for the Celebration of the Centennial of the First
International Peace Conference proposed by the Russian Federation and the

Netherlands. The proposal envisaged that the three main themes viz. (1) the

armament question; (i) humanitarian law and the laws, and customs of war;
and (1ii) the peaceful settlement of disputes , on the agenda of the First Peace
Conference would feature on the agenda of the 1999 celebration of the
centennial of the first Hague Peace Conference. "

'8 See United Nations Decade of International Law.. Report of the Sixth Committe
Doe.A\5 11625 dated December 1996. Also See A\C.6\51\5
'® Sec A/52/
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The General Assembly at its 52nd Session welcomed the.Programme
£ Action dedicated to the centennial of the 1_'1rst ]ntemapovnal P]cacczie
: ference, presented by the Governments of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
CO(I; bf' the R’ussian Federation aiming to contribute to the further development
¥ l? themes of the first and the second International Peace Conference and
# ; ?\ ould be regarded as a third International Peace Conference. The
X::Zm;ly mvited ( i; the Governments of the Kingdom ot_" the Netherlands and
of {he Russian Federation to proceed with the irr'lp!e‘mentatlon .Oi the Programme
of Action; (i) all States to participate in'tl_\e' activities set ou't in thc:1 P'rog&ar;rr?le]
of Action, as well asto initiate such activities and to f:oordmatet eir el lo ’sllv
this respect at the global level, as well as at the regional apd natlong ‘e\ :ia sr,l
and (iii) All States to take appropriate measures tq ensure umver.sal pm‘t.lglpat.on
in the activities pursuant to the Programme of Action, with special consideratio
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for the participation of representatives of the least developed countries.

The AALCC at its 37th Session may, perhaps wish to cc.>n51def this
issue and give directions as to role of the AALCC Secretarxat in t:;: 1999
action dedicated to the centennial of the first International peace Co 'er»nf;e
and to the closing of the United Nations Decade of Intematlonal‘Law_ In 1tlsi
consideration of the role of the Secretariat, the AALCC may wish to reca
that the “first and the second International peace Conferences as we.:ll as tt;e
League of Nations and the United Nations subsequeqtly have sngmf;cantb y
encouraged the progressive development of international law' and thereby
contributed to the maintenance of intemnational peace and security.

Further it may be recalled in this regard that an item entltled1
“Cooperation Between the United Nations and the Asian African L%J,ad
Consultative Committee * was placed on the provisional agenda of the ° 3
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Session of the General Assembly and that inits resolution on the ** “Cooperatio S

- St .

2914 called upon the competent United Nations organs, subsidiary prgax\s. programm T
and specialized agencies. including the International Court. of Justice. the Intcm?;;rgcs
Law Commission and the Secretariat. within their rcspcct‘we.mandates. coﬁm;:c o
and budgets as well as upon other international orgamzahqns 10 cogpu.;g(;c 3
implementation of theProgramme ofaction and to F:oordmatc their efforts in t fls s (5)1; Fole
and to consider participation in the activities envisaged in the Programmeo facl Péqcc'
Details see Action to be taken dedicated to the .199‘) centennial of the irs : ]:mv
Conference and to the closing of the United Nations Decade of Internationa
reproduced in Annexure 73




Between the United Nations and the Asian African Legal Consultative
Committee” adopted on 4 November 1996 the General Assembly had inter
alia noted with appreciation the decision of the AALCC to participate actively
in the programmes of the United Nations Decade of International Law.*!

Comments And Obeservations

It will be recallled that the AALCC was constituted in November
1956 and has over the years established itself as a major forum for international
cooperation and its work programme has accordingly been attuned to meet
the needs of an expanding membership. In the words of former Secretary-
General of the Committee “from a small beginning composed of a membership
of no more than seven Governments emerging as an outcome of the historic
Bandung Conference, the Committee had gradually established itself, over the
years, as a major forum for international cooperation. Its Work programme
has also been suitably oriented to meet the needs of an expanding membership
which now includes 44 States embracing the two continents of Asia and Africa”.

The United Nations Decade of International Law, which had initially
been called for by the non-aligned movement countries has witnessed move
success than had been anticipated at the time of the adoption of the General
Assembly Resolution 44\23. The increasing number of ratification and
accessions to various multilateral conventions such as the convention on the
Law ofthe Sea, the Conventions relating to the Environment, the establishment
of WTO following the conclusion of the Uruguay Rounds of talks are among
some of the pointers underscoring the success of the Decade.

The successful attainment of the programmes of activities of the Decade
owes much to the cooperation of the States, inter-institutional cooperation
and general internationalcooperation. The AALCC has hitherto made its
modest contribution to the attainment of the objectives of the United Nations
Decade of International Law and the success attributable to the organizations
of work relating to the United Nations Decade of International Law.

*1See General Assembly resolution 5 1/1 1 of 4 November 1996
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Finally, it may be stated that the Secretariat of the AALCC s.hall‘continug
to liaise and cooperate with other competent regional o;gsmzz:.tx?esszr;d
1 jons 1 i the actr
1ali sencies of the United Nations in the fulfillment o :
spec1ahzed agencies of the . : e i
< ; d term of the Decade

amme of work during the thir i : .
prof(i%;ino the objectives of the United Nations Decade of Fnternat{orr:al L?ye
reﬁ AELCC at its Thirty-seventh Session in New Delhi may wis tc;1 511 :
;;her specific directive as to the further role of the Secretariat during the 1as

phase of the United Nations Decade of International Law.
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Fifty-second Session ANNEX-1.

Agendaitem 146

UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF INTERNAT]ONAL LAW
Report of the Sixth Committee!

DRAFT RESOLUTION |

United Nations Decade of International Law

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/23 of 17 November 1989, by which it

declared the period 1990- Jni 1
ey period 1990-1999 the United Nations Decade of International

3

Recalling also that the main purposes of the D ;
resolution 44/23, should be, inter alia- ecade, according to

(a) To promote acce ' '
. ptance of and respect for the '
International law; ) e

(b) To promote means and methods for the peaceful settlement
of disputes between States, including resort to and fulll respect
for the International Court of Justice;

() To encourage the progressive development of international
law and its codification;

(d) To encourage the teaching, study, dissemination and wider

appreciation of international law,
¥ Recalling further its resolution 51/157 of 16 December 1996, to which
annexed the programme for the activities for the final term (1 9,97- 1999)

of the Decade, and its resolyti .
- > utton 51/158 I
Electronic treaty database”, 0" 16 Deceber 1996, entitled

=
A/52/647 dated 25 November 1997.
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Expressing its appreciation for the note submitted by the Secretary-
General ? and having considered the note,

Recalling that the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties between
States and International Organizations or between International Organizations
of 21 March 1986%is one of the Conventions adopted under the aegis of the
United Nations which have codified the Law of'treaties, and recalling also its
impact on the practice of treaties concluded between States and international
organizations or between international organizations,

Recalling also that at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly
the Sixth Committee established the Working Group on the United Nations
Decade of International Law with a view to preparing generally acceptable
recommendations on the programme of activities for the Decade,

Noting that at the fifty-second session the Sixth Committee reconvened
the Working Group to continue its work in accordance with resolution 51/157
and all previous resolutions on the question,

Having considered the oral report of the Chairman of the Working
Group to the Sixth Committee.*

b Expresses its appreciation for the work done on the United
Nations Decade of International Law at the current session, and requests the
working group of the Sixth Committee to continue its work at the fifty-third
session in accordance with its mandate and methods of work;

Z. Also expresses its appreciation to States and international
organizations and institutions that have undertaken activities in implementation
of the programme for the final term (1997-1999) of the Decade, including
sponsoring conferences on various subjects of international law:

2 A/52/363.
3 A/ICONF. 129/15.

*See A/C.6/52/SR.30.
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3. Invites all States and intemnational organizations and institutions
referred to in the programme to provide, update or supplement information on
activities they have undertaken in its implerfientation, as appropriate, to the
Secretary-General for inclusion in the report requested under paragraph 8 of
resolution 51/157;

4. Encourages States to disseminate at the national level, as
appropriate, information contained in the note submitted by the Secretary-
Generat *

3 Encourages States to consider ratifying or acceding to the
Vienna Convention on the Law of organizations or between International
Organizations, international organizations that have signed the Convention to
deposit an act of formal confirmation of the Convention and other interational
organizations entitled to do so to accede to it at an early date;

6. Encourages States parties and international organizations or
agencies, including depositories, in order to further facilitate implementation of
the obligation laid down in Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations to
provide, where available, a copy of the text of any treaty in disk or other
electronic. format and to consider providing where available translations in
English or French or both as may be needed, for the purposes of assisting with
the timely publication of the United Nations Treaty Series;

7. Invites the Secretary-General to apply the provisions of article
12, paragraph 2, of the Regulations to give effect to Article 102 of the Charter
of. the United Nations to multilateral treaties falling within the terms of article
12, paragraph 2 (a) to ( ¢),

8. Encourages the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat to
continue in its efforts to facilitate access to information concerning United
Nations activities in the field of international law and to bring up to date the
publication ofthe United Nations Juridical Yearbook;

* United Nations, Treaty Serics. Vol. 859/860, p. VI1I
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o Encourages the Secretary-General to continue develqplngg
' R i Y i ; 1€s an
olicy of providing Internet access to the U nited Natxorz§ Tredty 1S(Zre e
- o . - s ay ) 2 2Pt &
1 oral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary (reneral, =
Multilateral Treaties ; o e e
E d especially the needs of developing countries, in recovering the COSts
min

thereof,

10 Requests the Secretary-General to proceed to tr_anslate .and
ublish in tl‘le form areport issued inthe official lang}lages ofthe _Umtf:d I'\J"atlolns'
fist of the titles of the treaties appearing in the publication Maultilater al Treaties

a S \ ji. v y f -
Deposited with the Secretary-Genercil;

11 Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that hard f:opies
of the publications mentioned in paragraph 9 above cor.ltmue .to be d15_tnbuted
to permanent missions free of charge in accordance with their needs;

12.  Appeals to States, internationa‘l. organ.izations and nog-
govemmental organizations working in the field of mterpanpnal _law.arzidfto t he
private sector to make financial contributions or contnbutlo.ns in kind for the
purpose of facilitating the implementation of the programme;

13.  Once again requests the Secretary-Gene-:rallto bring to the
attention of States and international organizations and institutions vzo;l?SnF]g in
the field ofinternational law the programme annexed to resolution 51/157.

14 Notes with appreciation the activities un.dertaken b.y t.he
International Committee of the Red Crossinthe field of mter_natmna] hL.lma'mtmar}
law, including with regard to the protection of the environment in times 0

armed conflict;

15 Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 1ts ﬁﬁ){:thlrd
session the item entitled “United Nations Decade of International Law .
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ANNEX 11
DRAFT RESOLUTION II

Action to be taken dedicated to the 1999 centennial of
the first International Peace Conference and to the closing of
the United Nations Decade of International Law

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming once again the commitment of the United Nations and its
Member States, as well as the States parties to the Statute of the International
Court of Justice, to the goals of the United Nations Decade of international

Law, expressed by the General Assembly in resolutions under that item of its
agenea,®

Mindful of the long and well-established tradition of progressive
development and codification of international law, marked by the first and the

second International Peace Conferences, held at The Hague in 1899 and
1907 respectively,

Recalling also the proposal by the Russian Federation for a third
international peace conference with a view to considering international law
and order in the post-cold-war world at the threshold of the twenty-first century,
referred to in General Assembly resolution 51/159 of 16 December 1996,
and the initiatives undertaken by the Kingdom of the Netherlands with regard
to the commemoration of the first International Peace Conference;

Recalling further that in the same resolution the General Assembly
invited the Governments of the Russian Federation and the Netherlands to
arrange, as a matter of urgency, a preliminary discussion with other interested
Member States on the substantive content of action to be taken in 1999 and
to seek, in that respect, the cooperation of the International Court of Justice,

“Notably resolutions 44/23 and 51/157.
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the Permanent Court of Arbitration, relevant intergovernmental organizations,
as well as other relevant organizations,

Noting, in this respect, that a meeting of the ‘Frie.nds of 1999’ was
held on 22 April 1997 at the Peace Palace, The Hague, to which representatives
of 20 States from all regions ofthe world, The lnFernatlf)nal C.ourt of Justice,
the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the lnternatlo.nal ( ommittee of the Red
Cross and the coalition of non-governmental organizations Hague Appeal for‘
Peace were invited for consultations on proposals for a draft programme of
action for the centennial of the first International Peace Conference,

Noting with.satisfaction that the realizatiqn of ‘all those proposg\s mn
the Programme of Action dedicated to the centennial of the first lnternatlo.nal
Peace Conference, presented by the Netherlands and the Russian
Federation,”is consistent with the goals of the United Nations Decade of

International Law,

Noting also that the Programme of Action, inter alia, calls for the
presentation of the results of the centennial discussions to the G(Ieneral Assembly‘
at its fifty-fourth session, at the closing of the United Nations Decade of

International Law,

Noting further that the Programme of Action does not entail budgetary
implications for the United Nations,

1. Welcomes the Programme of Action dedicated to the
centennial of the first International Peace Conference, presen.ted t;y the
Government of the Netherlands and the Russian Federation, which aims at
contributing to the further development of the themes of the ﬁrsjc an.d the se.oond
International Peace Conference and could be regarded asa third international
peace conference,

2. Encourages: .
(a) The Governments of the Netherlands and the Russian

Federation to proceed with the implementation of the Programme of Action;

2 52/3
A/C.6/52/3. 5
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(b) All States to participate in the activities set out in the Programme
of Action, as well as to initiate such activities and to co-ordinate their efforts in
this respect at the global level, as well as at the regional and national levels;

(¢)  All States to take appropriate measures to ensure universal
participation in the activities pursuant to the Programme of Action, with special
consideration for the participation of representatives of the least developed
countries;

3. Encourages the competent United Nations organs, subsidiary
organs, programmes and specialized agencies, including the [nternational Court
of Justice, the International Law Comnussion and the Secretariat, within their
respective mandates, competencies and budgets, as well as other international
organizations:

(a) To cooperate in the implementation of the Programme of
Action and to coordinate their efforts in this respect,

(b) To consider participation in the activities envisaged in the
Programme of Action;

4. Requests the Secretary-General * to ensure consistency of the
Organizations activities relating to the closing of the Decade of International
Law with the Programme of Action and to direct his efforts accordingly;

= Decides to include in the provisional agenda of'its fifty-third
session, under the item entitled “United Nations Decade of Intemational Law”,
a sub-item entitled ‘Progress in the action dedicated to the 1999 centennial of
the first International Peace Conference and to the closing of the United Nations
Decade of International Law’.

ANNEX IIT
DRAFT RESOLUTION H1
DRAFT GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR INTERNATIONAL

NEGOTIATIONS

The General Assembly,

Recalling the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations concerning the maintenance of international peace and security and
the promotion of cooperation among States, as well as Article 13, paragrap.h
1, of the Charter of the United Nations, whereby the General Assembly is
called upon to initiate studies and make recommendations for the purpose of
promoting intemational cooperation,

Taking into account the objectives of the United Nations Decade of
[nternational Law,

Reaffirming the provisions of the Declaration on Principles of
Interational Law conceming Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,*

Bearing in mind that in their negotiations States should be guided by
the relevant principles of international law,

Bearing in mind the important role that constructive and effective
negotiations can play in attaining the purposes of the Charter of the United
Nations by:

- contributing to the management of international relations,

- the peaceful settlement of disputes ,

- the creation of new international norms of conduct of States,

Noting that the identification and harmonization of guiding principles
for international negotiations could contribute to enhancing the predictability
of negotiating parties, reducing uncertainty and promoting an atmosphere of
trust at negotiations and could offer a frame of reference for negotiations,
¥ Resolution 2625 (XX V). Annex.
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