ANNEX A, MULTILATERAL AGREEMENTS ON TRADE IN
GOODS PAY The General Agreement on Tarifls and Trade 1994

The GATT 1994 is the key agréement on trade in goods in the
WTO system and the heart of the Agreements in Annex 1A of the WTO
Agreement. It is made up of the GATT 1947, various associated legal
mstruments, the most important ones being the protocols of accessions
and the list of valid waivers, followed by various Understandings and
the Marrakesh Protocol which incorporates the market access
concessions on goods negotinted in the Uruguay Round. The schedules
of concessions are divided into five appendices  New in this section 15
the addition of agncultural products, | e tanff concessions granted on
MEN basis and tanff quotas, alongside the tradinonal tariff concessions

on ordmary manufactures including processed agricultural products
granted on an MFN basis

The GATT 1994 and GATT 1947 are two different agreements
and legally distinct, although GATT 1994 consists of the text of GATT
1947 and ns legal mstruments, as well as of several Understandings on

interpretaiions and modifications of GATT Articles (namely Article 11
| (b} - “other duties or charges”; Article XV1I Government Procurement,
Amicles X1l and XVIII © B -transparency in restrictive impons due to
balance of payments situation. Article XXIV - customs unions and free
trade area. Article IX - Waivers, and Articie XX V111 - modification or
withdrawal of a concession) and the Marrakesh protocol containing
schedules of concessions on goods In the Uruguay Round. the
participanis. due to lack of ume, could not accomplish the legal task of
drafting those parts of the GATT 1947 which are 1o be superseded by
the WTO Agreement  The pragmanc solution found was to incorporate
the GATT 1947 by reference through inclusion of an incorporation clause
in Annex LA of the WTO Agreement. The incorporation clause makes it
clear that i the event of a conflict between a provision of the GATT
1994 and a provision of another agreement in Annex | - A, the provision
of the other agreement shall prevail to the extent of the conflict.

Prior to the eniry into force of the WTO, i.e. | January 1995, the

GATT had been applied provisionally, and any country could apply
mandatory legistation that was m cxistence on 30 October 1947 or a

ified in 3 : if such legislation was
date specified in 15 accession protocol, even )
incansistent with GATT Under the WTO system, the GATT 1994 is to
be apphed defimtively and any legisiation incompatible therewith |sh1:
be eliminated subject 10 a imited exemption referred 1o in paragraph 2
of the GATT 1994 text .

A2 Sectoral ﬁp:_mum.\pmnnhﬂmmh of
basic GATT trade rules

The WTO Agreement is followed by a um#r of secionl
andior agreements on implementanon of basic GATT trade

. rules  The sahent aspects of these ;gmmmmh:ghlighmduhdnw

Agriculture - This agreement brings trade m agncubural
W:pmd‘u:i:inntt;:hcgghﬂ 1994 for the first time. Its objective 1510 -'nnng
substantial progressive reductions in agricultural suppar and prmu:lmr:
over an agreed period of time and 10 foster free traden @M agricullural
markets. The products to which the Agreement applies are listed in its
‘Annex 1. The Agreement obligates the Members 1o reduce d?udumm
“support and export subsidy commitments for the lgn:ul_turn! p
under its coverage and where domestic m:;lpnﬂ commitments exists.
they are required to be set outin the M:ni:-u:;‘ s schedule ‘::h: :gm!num
makes provision for special and differential treatment for developing

D8 and lop
gountries |t establishes a Committee on .'ng.nmltmtn monitr review
the progress made in the implementation of the reform process in the field of
dyriculture

exempl 15 Jomes Act which

* This \cih wits reotinted by USA to permit retention of

prohibits 1he u: mmn af [oreign-tuilt or foreign recoiwirycied m:
commerchal applications between poinix in watiom waters of walers of an



Agreement on the Application of Sanitary - and Phyto-sanitary
Measures : This Agreement affirms that Members are entitled 1o ke such
measures to protect haman, enimal and plant hife, subject 10 the requirement
that such measures are applied in a manner which would not constitute an
arbitrary or umustifiable discrimination between Members or act as a
disgused restnction on memanonal trade and that they are based on scentific
ponciples  To promote transparency in this area. the Agreement obhgates
the Members 1o pubhsh all thewr sanitary and phyto-samitary regulations

prompily  Annex A to the Agreement sets forth the definmon of saniary or
phwto-saninary measures

“Any mensure apphed:

{a)  toprotect ammal or plant life or health within the temrtony
of the member from risks ansing from the entry,

establishment or spread of pests, diseases, disease-
CAITVINE OrgamnSmSs or disease-Causing onganisms,

(b)  to protect human or animal life or health within the
territory of the Member from risks arising from additives.
contaminants. toxins or disease-causing Organisms in
foods, beverages or foodstulfs;

(e}l to protect human hifie or health within the terntory of the
Member from nsks ansmg from discases carmed by

ammals. plants or products thereof, or from the eniry,
establishment or spread or pests. or

(dy  to prevent or limit other damage within the territory of

the Member from the entry, establishment or spread of
|pests

Under the Agreement, a procedure will be developed 1o monitor the
process of intemazional harmomzarion and the use of imernational standards,
guidelines or tecommendations in this aren  Members are required to
couperate i1 he Commirtee on Saniiary and Phyto sanitary measures (o

i jon of the concept of an appropnate
ﬁwe‘np-_mdﬂmfwﬂ:wm :
jevel of santary and phyto sanary prolectin agams risks 1o burman life or
health or 10 anmmal and plant lie and health

Agreement on Textiles anid {.‘h!liug -jﬂu Agreement ::I ofa ::nm.ﬂn
importance to developing coumnes s this sector has !-I:I:f *:Lkm
of growth for them. 1t accounts for nearly 45 per cent ol 1 i
countries’ impurts fromthe developing countnes  For over three mdnh :
trade in this area of critical export interest t.“ dﬁfdupmg r:nunmmh: :
been subject to a derogation from the _dmuphnﬁ of l[_u.‘lnTT. whic
permutied developed ‘importing’ countries 10 mpose d"."""’"f:;“"-"r
restnctions agumst “low cost developing country suppliers : n_sl.u
restrictions first took the form of the short-term Cotton “;:a,, ¢
n I%I.lndmnullh'fjthhdn-ﬂh:.ﬂmnwim |
in 1974, which expanded in country and product coverage .Im:mﬁmm
For the first time, dunng the Urusguay Rl:!l-lrli efforis were ol
pegotiate the termenation of this long-standing derogation in a sectof in
which the developing countrics have Im m?dd cﬂ
advantage and ther expons have I:mu disciminated agin 1

fio .
oul of all MFA restrictions it |

iransition periad of 10 years, Since each importing member “:l“ ﬂllﬁ:
the products it wishes 1o be integrated into EAT'_I‘ umlm-rudly. e
difficult to foresee which of the MFA restnctions will belphl ou :
the carly siayes. although i may be mp::t“f that ml:{:t se::l:“r:dpr::ll.;:tbé
f uoda leve '
Lhn‘uhﬂdl“ :"-':“h"hﬁl::i; h::l'wh{:;, mm;l developing countries will
derive meaningful benefits in this sector only in the 1_:mh year Hnmyn‘.
the Agreement continues 10 allow mh-nw#ﬂnu.dyqﬂrdl_nmm
(imposition of quotas and the n:gntilxﬂ!r!dm;i:mm:mn: mﬂﬁuﬂ
REreements) 10 be apphied d!.li'lulhl]ﬂlmw under t : oo
“transitional safeguards™ A new Texties Monstonng Board has
put in place mwphuﬂwﬂmhuTnnlusuwﬂmBndr

known as
Agreement ‘Technical Barriers to Trade - This Agreement
mmm%mmmmmmmm
.mmmﬂmmmmﬂﬂ-“
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packaging. marking and Iabelling requirements as well as testing and
certification procedures under techmcal regulations and standards do not
create unnecessary obstacles to miermational irede. I, however, recounzes
the right of the countries to establish environmental protection standards
appropriate to protect human, animal or plant life and 1o take measures tha
those standards are met  The Agreemen is not, however, applicable 1o
santtary and phyto sanitary measures as defined in the Agreement on thar
subject-matter nor to purchasing specifications prepared by governmental
hodies for thewr own production or consumption requirements  The
Agreement 1s applicable 1o all products. including industnal and agncultural
products  The terms “techmcal regulations, *standards’ and *conformity
nssessment procedures” have been delined in Annex | 1o this Agreement

Singe developing countnies may face difficultios in the application of the
technical regulanons and standards, other Members, in the formulation and
wpphcation of their techmeal regulations and standards, have been required
btk into aegount the special development, financial and trade needs of
regulations and standards do not cremte ynnecessw obstacles 1o exports
from developing country members The Agreement establishes a
Commitiee on Technical Barriers 1o Trade for holding peniodic

congultations related 10 the operation of the Agreement or the furtherance
of its objectives

Agreement on Teade-Related lnvestiment Measures {TRIMs), The
TRIMs Agreement establishes the extent to which multilateral trade
obligations cover investment measures. 1t prohibits those measures which
are prohibited by Armicles LIl and X1 of GATT 1994 The developing
countries were thus successful in preventing the extension of trade
obligations into the field of investment, and the incorporation of
principles such as ‘'nght of establishment’ and “national treatment’ for

investors into the trading system. Countries maintain their sovergign
rights 1o regulate foreign direct investment 5o long as the TRIMs
Agreement is not infringed.  The Preamble of the TRIMs Agreement
ecognizes (hat certain investment measures can cause trude restrictive
and distorting effects  The scope and coverage of the Agreement is
circumscribed by Article | which stipulates that it relates 1o trude in
goods only. Article 2 on Mational Treatment and Quantitative Restnetions
in the TRIMs Agreement limits the prohibited TRIMs to those inconsistent

| - ns of GATT Articie 111 on National Treatment on Internal
¥ﬂ:r:1n:;l“c:ﬂlmn and Asmicle X1 :n General E!rm-iml'p.:u of '?}::
therefore, r izes thal certain measures do e
Eh:'l":m but does mw:mni on the existing disciplines  The
Annex 1o the Agreement COnLEMS an ilhustramrve hist of such TRIMs “h{.;h
are mandatory or enforceable under domestic law or under admunistratve
rulings. or comphance with which is necessary 1o obtan an ut:.-:m:ge
(an ‘advantage’ is not defined in the Agreement) as follows (1) under
the national treatment obligation TRIMs include those that require {a)
the purchase or use by an entérpnse of pmdmrs_ of domestic ongn of
from any domestic source’ L.e local content requirement ). m{p} that an
MHFH;E'E purchases of use of the imponed products be imted to an
amount related to the volume or value of local products that it expors
(trade balancing requirernent), TRIMS t_hal are nconsistent with !hl:
obligation of Article X1 1 arethose whch_ restnict (2) the importaton
of products 1o an amount related 1o the quantity of valus oflocal products
exported (1. trade balancmg), (b) lhg importation of products hy[
restricling an enterprise’s access 10 foreign exchange 10 t?n.- amount o
foreign exchange nflows attributable to the enterprse (Le ﬂclw_'_:f
restrictions). of (c) the exponanon of products specified m terms
volume or value of local production (ie. domestic sales requirement)

The TRIMs Agrecment doesn’t give a defintion of a TR[&:I::
an objective test for identifying such measures It seems. ITE|@
it is for the notifying country to judge which of its TRIM
under the Agrecment.

Agreement on Im jementation of Article V1 of GATT 1994 (The
Alﬂrﬂur:;ing ﬁ;ﬂlﬂlﬁl‘l“ Si:\cctludnc&de.uf 1960 efforts have been
made 1o control the use of anti-dumping dutics. Dunng the Kennedy
Round, & code was negotiated which embodied detailed prumdul:ﬂ
limited the use of prelimnary measures and nf retroactive application
of anti-dumping duties and required a test of injury mdﬂ"ﬂ!::ulmdmhé
ﬁﬂpitn these improveiments, :nti—l.‘hlm @.mﬂ i‘m'cc:mm _ o

used frequently and ngorously hy major industrial countries partly
because the test afhﬁmyiudunmhﬂmijumldﬁﬁml%mnmﬂ

presents an aitempt (0 unRrowe i




been clantied or made precise through the inclusion of numerical standards,
e.g the 3 per cent rule for the detemuination of dumping, quantitative cntena
for immediate dismissal of anti-dumping cases through the use of de minimis
dumping margns and import volumes " and a sun-set clause’ to terminate
anti-dumping duties on a date not later than five years from their imposition,

unle terminapion 15 made that, in the event of 1ermination of those
measures, dumping and iury would be likely to continue or regur.
Procedural requirements are amplitied and made more detailed for initiation
of investigations, evidence and transparency. Attempts to control some
controversial national practices have succeeded to a certain extent but at the
prce ot codifymg them into the Agreement (e g cummulative injury assessment)

The Agreement also provides for the redefimiton of dumping - price
disciimination - to mclude below cost of production dumping ( Articles 2 |

and 2.2). Nevertheless, it has lelt some important questions unanswered
such as circumvention of anti-dumping duties and the relevance of anti-
dumping measures in the context of domestic competition policies for future
negotiations. The standards of review on dispute settlement, which require
greater deference 1o decisions by national admimistening authonties under

Article | 7.6 constrtute a controversial feature of the Agreement. Whether

they, will unduly insulate the national regulations of all W TO members from

successful challenges will have to be weighed against complaints that panels

have increasngly penetrated arens that governments would wish to reserve
exclusively for themselves  The meaningfulness of the provisions of the

Agreement will reside in ther application m national laws and adnunistrative
practices

“The isArgin of dungping 15 de winang, 1 less than 2 perceni expressed as o percentage
ol the expon price. o the yolume of dumped inpors from g pariculiar couiny: sccounts
for liess than 3 percent of imgports of (e like product in the importing member. This nide
will not be sipplicable when conntries with bess than 3 percent of the impons of the like
product in the imporing country collectively account for more than 7 per cent of
iinporis of (hie like product in ihe importing counin, or where the injury is negligibile

Agreement on Impl
Customs Valuation {

ementation of Article V11 of GATT 1994 ﬂ:h:
Code) . This Agreement is the revised version of the

: 1 1679, It responds 1o the need for the
Tokvo Round Code done an 12 April | . .
estna;quh1nE|1t of a unified system for the valuation of poods based on objective

criteria for customs pUrpises.
the Agreement is the “transaction

The primary basis for customs value under
value” of the imported goods as defined in

Article 1. Articles | 106 provide the various modalities for ascertaming the

transaction value based on information provi
the importer if the transaction value cannot be ascertain

ded by or in consuftation wath
ed through any of

.7 3t e to he determined on the basis of data
these methods, under Artiche 7.1t .m to ' .
available in the country of Impariation. TE 5;@&_&:1@1_1! .nbhgig{n:a the ﬁ;f
m‘ﬂﬂ.&ﬂhﬁﬂ-wﬂ_ﬂhﬂﬂlﬂﬁgﬂ@m?m to the Agreemer

It establishes a Commuttec on Customs

Valuation for holding consultations

mﬂﬂmltﬂjﬁﬂt_ﬁiﬂlbiﬂMJMﬂu_ﬂiw members in that those

of them which were not parties (o the 1979 Agreement Lan «
applicatipn of the 1994 Agrecment for a perod not exgeeding 1

delay the
v YEars.

Developed country members have been 0 ﬂbl;um.szwﬂnish_mm;aé
gﬂmuﬁtmﬁ!:ﬂq ping gounfries in this context.

Agreement on Preshipment Inspe

and it extends the application of G.:!'.'[
employing specialist private companies or

ction (PSI): This is a new Agreement.

details. 1.¢ price, quantity, quality of poods ordered overseas. |

currency exchange rate and financial

classification of goods to be exported. priar to despatch and

eomrmon in most of the developing countries |

commercial fraud, or capital flight, customs duty evasion etc H :!
PSl-user governments must ensure that such inspec

nondiscriminatory, transparent, protect con

and avoid unreasonable delay.

The Agreement stipulaics

T pringiples to the practice of
agencies to check shipment

ncluding

tenns. andier the customs

which 15

n order to safeguard against

nceforth,
|Gns fare

fidential husiness information

that the

Miniisterial Conference may amend its provisions as the result of a review
1o be conducted at the end of the second year from the entry int

the WTO Agreement and every th

ree years thereafter.

o force af

T0)



(a)

(b}

fch

(d)

rules of origin should be applied pLUrpo
as set out i Article 1. it o .

rules u_f origin should provide for the country 1o bhe
d::emuned as the origin of a particular good to be either
WW where the good has been wholly obtained or,
- m:wf: than one country is concerned in the production

_n_m-uf:i. the country where the last substantial
transformation has been carried out,

rules of arigin should be object;
ect
predictable: jective, understandable and

notwithstanding the measure or insiny
may be linked, rules of origin ﬂmmnh:h:n:;h::
Msiruments to pursue trade objectives direcily or
ﬁmlﬂy ﬂm;ﬂmgldnmthemhu create restrictive.
Th:‘rmg or disruptive effects on mternational trade
% ﬁ:mf Mot pose unduly strict requirements or require
¢ ﬁilmFm of a centain conditions not relating to
dﬂmmfmuw OF processing as a prerequisite for the
ermination of the country of origin. However. cosis
not directly related to manufacturing or prmﬂng may
be included for purposes of the apphcation of an ad
valorem percentage criterion.

—_ﬁ

e} rules of ongn should be admunestrable n a conmstent. unifrm,

(N rules of arign should be coberent.

{g)  rules of origin should be based on a positive standard,
MNegative standards may be used to clanfy a positive
standard

Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures: The revised Agreement
strengthens the disciplines set out in the Tokyo Round Agreement for
users of import licensing systems  Emphasis is now on greater
transparency and predictability where such impon licensing systems
are stll used, e g publicaton of sufficient information 1o traders to
know on what basis licenses are granted.  On automatic licensing
procedures, the Agreement sets out critena under which they are assumed
to not 1o have trade restrictive effects, unless, pter alice:

(i) Any person, firm or institution which fulfills the legal
requirements of the importing Member for engaging in
import aperations involving products subject 10 autoimatic
licensing is equally eligible to apply for and to obtain
import licenses,

(1)  applications for hoenses may be submutted om any working
day prior to the customs clearance of the goods,

{iliy  applications for licenses when submitted in appropriate
and complete form are approved immediately on receipt,
to the extent administratively feasible, but within a
maximum of 10 working days,

Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures -This
Agreement establishes, for the first time, a definition of subsidies as
“involving a financial contribution by a government or any public body
~which thereby confers a benefit Subsidies are now classified into
_prohitted, actionable and non-actionable, which reflects an international
_consensus as to the appropnate role for governments in supporting



production and exports. Specificity 1s a key concept in the Agreement in
that remedies provided against prohibited subsidies i Pant 11, or against
actionable subsides in Part 111, or countervasling measures i Part V, can be
apphed only if a subsidy 15 specific to an enterprise or industry or a group of
H‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂiﬂ-ﬁ or industries. Members will ha 1 i 513

The “prohibited subsidies’ are those which are contingent, either
solely, or as one of several other conditions, upon export performance
or upon the use of domestic over imported goods, New dispute settlement
procedures are designed to expedite the handhing of action on such
prohibited subsidies by the Dispute Settlement Body, The actionable
subsidies’ are those which create adverse effects to the interests of their
signatories, e injury to domestic industry of another signatories, e
injury to domestic industry of another signatory, nullification or
impairment of benefits accruing, directly or indirectly, to other signatones
under the GATT 1994 ( in particular, benefits under bound tanft
concessions) and which, cause senous prejudice 1o the interest of another
‘Non-actionable subsidies’, enher specific or non-specific subsidies,
which involve assistance to industrigl research and pre-competitive
development activity, assistance to disadvantaged regions (regional
subsidies or aids) or certain types of assistance for adapting existing
facilities 1o new enviromnental requirements imposed by law or
regulation.

The Agreement will provide a degree of predictability n
miernational trade as regards the use by goveniments of clearly prohitied
subsihes and the fact that other subsidies have been categorized as
permissible but actionable, with comprehensive guidance on
determination of adverse effects and senous prejudice, alongwith
detailed remedies  Some of the contentious issues in relation to prohibited
and actionable subsidies (e g adverse effects, senous prejudice and the
remedies 1o deal with such subsidies) may perhaps be negotiated outside
the bounds of this agreement, in particular with respect to steel and civil
aircraft. The Agreement in general does not apply (o subsidies on

ith in the Agreement on
awriculural products, which have been dealt with in b :
1||f::ﬂu.:lul.l|.Lr|r:. throuigh the negotiation of quantitative limits on domestic

and export subsiches

n Safeguards: This Agreement contans detailed rules Lo
::;ert-“:;;t%:"ﬂ} m:mh-uru make proper use of MH:I:LHIK safeguard
actions to put an end to the proliferation of ‘grey area measures. € &
voluntary export restraints [VERS), orderly marketing arrangements
;{}M.ﬂ.ﬁi and price monitoring which have been ll'u‘enumn,ul,thr Efldlhllll!r'
of multilateral trade disciplines The ﬁglnlrnmdm provides for mare
(ransparent national procedures for the initistion of safeguard action.
and the determination of serious injury and the threat thereof, I;1=Inrhr
prohibits voluntary export restraints and ant‘irmtthu MEFN principle
Any_such measyres in effect at the time ot enlry in ; .
mmmfmmmmmmmmmmmmmﬁ
four-year period. 1 also includes so-called ‘sunser clauses on du
safeguard actions whereby all existing safeguard measures taken unﬂur

Article XIX of GATT 1947 will beterminated not hlmlhnn eight ymln o
the date of entry into force ol the WTO Agml:munh?rhmhwur COmes wuh::‘
A measure of flexbility is permitted, hawever, in certain circumstances,
quotas are being allocated under the so-called quots-madulation W'I;T;
and this could lead to a certain selectivity ﬂ'_chnugh ‘Il.ll:'l'l depariures muﬂf :
subject 10 specific disciplines and surveillance " The achievement ::ﬂr
effective and efficient multilateral safeguard sysiem for the |ppi|_1.:ntmr1:d i
GATT Article X1X is of paramount imponance for munulhgmr;g ::.r o
disciplines and improving security of access 1o markets, particular
developing countries and weaker (rading partners, Moreover, (he Agresment

T Quota modulanion provides that serbors may deviaie from the MIFN provisions

whin i sil ll soniroes
iin nmummmhmhmmnammﬂnm|

of H;r;;::::. :h::lu share allocated (o counncs found 1o be mﬂrmimr

o global injury could be lower than the share sllocated 10 e on 1he

recent trade paigIns.

]HJ



NB.General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS):

This is the next major agreement set out in Annex | B to the WTO
Agreement which brings services within the mulolateral discipline  The
unique feature of this agreement s the extension of the scope of
maltilateral trade nghts and obligations to cover such measures as those
relating to foreign direct investment, movement of persons, and of
electronic data across national fronters, as well as professional
qualifications. thus making these legitimate subject-matters for inclusion
m future trade negotiations It comtains the first agreed definibon of
‘trade wn services’ which can be accomphshed through the four ‘modes
of supply” of cross-border movement of consumers, commertial presence.
and the presence of natural persons  The mam body of GATS rests on
three pillars.  First, a Framework Agreement which contains basic
obligations, defimtions and scope of services in Pant | This is followed
in Pan 11 by application of general obligations and disciplines. such as
MFN. transparency. provision for mcreased particapation of developing
countnes in imternational trade m services. the admimstration of domesnic
regulations pertaining (o services in a reasonable, objective and impartial
manner, obligations with respect to recruitment in services area, the use
of limited restnctions on international transfers and pavments in the
event of balance of payments difficulties and the application of general
and special exceptions, where permitied. Part 111 sets out provisions on
market access and national treatment - not drafted as general obligations
but rather specific commitments 1o be included in national schedules

[ e but to a lesser deeres

.i.'ll..'..'.i'.. !
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progressive liberalization of services through further trade negonations
rounds ncluding the withdrawal and modification of commitments mn
national schedules after three years Pan V contains the mstitutional
provisions including the establishment of 8 GATS Council and dispute
settlement procedures. The second pillar is the national schedules of
commitments contaning specific further national commitments which
will be the subject of a continuing process of liberalization, just like
tariff concessions in the goods sphere  The third is & number of Annexes

which is a compromise to the agreed position to leave specific services sectors
outside the framework Aureement "

IC. Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights, including Trade in Counterfeit Goods (TRIPS):

This Aureement set out in Annex 1T 1o the WTO Agreement,
opens up a new field to the application of substantive GATT rules. The
Agreement introduces profound changes in the iraditional standards of
intellectual property nghts. which will influence competition in the world
economy, as well as the generation and diffusion of technological

imnovations, and, ultimately, the technological prospects of developing

countries. Through the Agreement, the basic GATT principles of national

' mmwmtrﬂmﬂmmﬂhﬂmm“Immﬂyrgﬂﬂl
the provision of effective enforcement measures for those nghts,
" multilateral dispute settlement and transitional arrangements. The

Agreement establishes minimum standards on patents, copyrights,
trademarks, industrial designs, geographical indications, layout desins
for integrated circuits and protection of undisclosed information, which
are enforced through a comprehensive set of provisions, building upon.
and. in certain, cases, going beyond the provisions of existing
international instruments in this area 1t establishes that all products or
processes in all fickds of technology are patentable.  The “General
Obligations’ (part 111 section 1) calls on countries to make avalable,
under their laws, enforcement procedures and remedies to enable right
halders 10 take action against any infringement of intellectual property
rights  One of the most significant provisions is that the judicial
authorities should be empowered to order, without hearing the alleged
infringer, provisional measures, imfer alia, 10 prevent infringement and
10 preserve evidence  In respect of each category of intellectual property,

PR

* Four Neyotiation Groups - on Financial Serices, basic Telecommumcations.
Manitume Transpon and Movement of persons have been o work since May 1794
Their objective s 10 cxtend and improve the commitments underiaken by
Bovernments on these subjocts during the Unigum Round  The Negotiations on
Financial Services and on Movement of persons were 1o be completed in June
;mﬂmwmwmmmwlwmwm
A8 be completed in the first halfl of 1990

.




