to the protecied ancas be controlled and by whom? How and by whom woulg
the demilitarization of the area be effected and ensured? Would the prospeg
of creating areas under special protection indisce parties Lo try 10 annex sic),
areas before their protection s established, thus putting at risk the very peop|,
the areas under special protection are supposed 1o protect?

Indirectly related toensuring the safety of persons in the arca, but exsen |
to the smooth fupctioning of the area, are questions as to who will adminasty ),
the area and whether the United Nations agencies will play a monitonng |,
or an active participatory rolke in the area by carrying out functions normally
performed by the government.

al|..|n|:n|l‘|n:|'I'fn.:'mu'I.nnl:ltl.'n:l'r:!n:||'||l'mm-lll!uIl‘mrIun;lh-mﬁu'.l'm'Il:fwhil:hlE;.l’..,-"r
Lones need Lo be created. How lemporary a measure of prolection tums ot o
be would depend on the success of political inftiatives toresolve the underlying
conflict. The dangers of failure to reach a political setilement are senous. The
cost of maintaining a Safety Zone for a long penod and the number of persons
it might attract could be astronomical and may make it an unworkable
proposition. These concerns underscore the importance of political inftatives
for a solution n parallel to the establishment of a Zone. In the absence of a
political settlement a protracted camp like situation might result in demands
by persons in the zone for transfer abroad. Yet again, the existence of an area
under special protection could well sofien the politcal mntiative and intention
to find a comprehensive solution io the conflict. The AALCC may underuake
to consider whether the creation of areas under special protection for an
indefinite period of time would not atso significantly increase the number of
persons dependent on intemational assistance for a protracted penod of time-
In this regard the cost of maintaning a Safety zone for a long time and the
quantum of persons it may draw unto itself over a period of time could make
it a workable proposition. In the final count the temporal element of the Safety
Zone would be as significant a factor as s rations maleriae.

The final consideration relates 1o the presence and participation of other
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in the Safety Zone. The
value of inter-agency co-operation would be enhanced in the politically
delicate situation of a Safety Zone. From an assistance point of view, the nced
for inter-agency cooperation to bridge the gap between relief and rehabilitatiof
is well-recognised. The protection, as much as assistance of the di
should be seen 2t a cooperative effort between Intemational _
Organisations and States as well as Noagovernmental Organization®-
particularly in filling the gaps between UNHCR s protection b
and the overall needs of the displaced population. It may also be relevant in the
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The World Conference on Human
Rights and its Follow-up

(i) Introduction

United Nations General Assembly by its resolution 45/155 of 18
1994, decided to convens &t a high level a World Conference on

n Rights in 1993 with the following objectives

(b)

()

(e)

To review and assess the progress that has been made m the ficld
af human rights since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and to identify obstacles to further progress in this
area, and ways in which they can be overcome;

To examine the relation between development and the enjoyment
by everyone of economic, social and cultural rights as well as civil
and political rights, recognizing the importance of creating (he
conditions whereby every one may enjoy those rights as set out in
the Internationnl Covenants of Human Rights,

To examine ways and means o improve the implementation of
existing human rights standards and instruments;

Toevaluate the efTectiveness of the methods and mechanisms used
by the United Nations in the field of human rights;

To formulate concrete recommendutions for improving the
effectiveness of United Nutions activities and mechanisms in the
field of human rights through programmes aimed at promaoting,
encouraging and monltoring respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

To make recommendations for ensuring the necessary financial
and other resources for United Nations activities in the promotion
and protection of human rights and lundamental freedom;
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By the same resolution the General Assembly also decided to establish 5
Preparatory Commitiee (FREPCOM) for the World Conference, open 10 4))
States Members of the United Nations or Members of the specialised agenciey
with the participation of observers, in accordance with the established practice
of the General Assembly. The PREPCOM was to have the mandate to makg
proposals for the consideration by the General Assembly regarding the agenda,
date, duration, venue of and participation in the preparatory meetings ung
activities at the interational, regional and national levels, and on desirabye
studies and other documentation.

With the mandate of the General Assembly , the PREPCOM held foyr
sessions at Geneva during the span of September 1991 to April 1993 |y
addition, as part of the preparatory work for the Conference, three regional
preparatory meetings of Asia, Africa, and Latin Amenica were held respectively
in Bangkok, Tunis and 5an Jose. Among the main outcome of the preparatory
process was the adoption ad referendum of the draft final document of the
World Conference which was to be submitted to the World Conlerence.

Based on the proposals and recommendations of the PREPCOM, the
General Assembly successively adopted a number of relevant resolutions or
decizions, by which it decided that World Conlerence would be convened al
Vienna for two weeks in June 1993, and approved the draft rules of procedures
and provisional agenda for the Conference.

The World Confernce on Huoman Rights was held at the Austrian Centre,
Vienna, from 141025 June 1993, It was preceded by informal inter-governmental
consultations by senior officers of Member Siates from 910 13 June 1993

Thirty-third Session: Discussions

Introducing the item “The World Conference on Human Rights” the
Assistant Secretary General Professor Huang Huikang, recalled that the
General Assembly of the United Nations, at its 45th Session, on |8th
December 1990, adopted resolution 457153, in which the Assembly decided
convene at a high level a World Conference on Human Rights m 1993 with the
objectives as stated above.

After two years of intense preparations the World Conference on Human
Rights formally 100k place in Vienna from 14 1025 June 1993. The Conference
was attended by the representatives of 163 States, including all the 44 Membe?
States of the AALCC. Antendance included a large number of observers from
United Nations specialized agencies, inter-governmental organization®
including the AALCC, as well as numerous non-governmental organizations:
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solution was initiated and accepted that the whale guestion of the estabhishmen
of a High Commissioner for Human Rights should be ket 1o the Genery|
Assembly for its consideration. For this purpose, the World Conferénce
recommended to the General Assembly that when examining the report of the
Conference at its Fony-Eighth Session, it should consider as a maiter of
priority this question.

The General Assembly at the current session, on 2(kh December 19473
adopted a resolution, without a vote, to establish the position of UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. The High Commissioner will have a four-
year term, with the rank of UN Under Secretary General and will be based in
Geneva. The High Commissioner will o be appointed by the UN Secretary
General subject to the approval of the General Assembly and the post, will be
rotied among geographic regions. The powers and functions of the High
Commissioner, however, are not very clear. The Commissioner will be
responsible for the promotion and protection of all human nghts, while
recognizing religious, historical and cultural differences, and will be charged
with the 1ask of preventing the continuation of human rights vielations
throughout the World, and holding dialogue with the Governments concerned
wilh a view to securing respect for all human rights. But as finally agreed upon,
the High Commissioner will have no power to send fact/finding missions (o
countrics against whom complaints of rights violations are made The original
propasal had given him discretionary powers to do so. The move 1o withhold
development assistance to countries found to be in violation of human rights
has also been abandoned. It is thus clear that the decision o establish the High
Commissioner for Human Rights was a compromise among the member
Stales.

With regard to the promotion of the universal acceptance of imternational
treaties on human rights, it could be pointed out that although remarkable
progress hes been made in the codification of intermational norms in the field
of human righis since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights by the General Assembly in 1945, and a large number of multiinteral
human rights conventions are in force, their status in terms of the number of
states partiescan scarcely be considered as universal, The process of ratification
of or sccession to the various conventions has been very slow. Reference tothe
member siates of the AALCC indwates that in many cases the percenfiage of
the ratification or accession is even below the global level. Therefore the vital
importance of the promotion for the universal acceplance of international
human rights treaties cannet be over emphasized, All stutes who have net
already ratified or acceded 1o these conventions are encouraged to do so in the
implementation of the final document of the World Conference on Hum#
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One of the mos; important themes discussed at

Human Rights was the proposal conce the
. - J .
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jated the spirit of cooperation prevailing among the non-aligned countries
e discussion and consulition of the issue during thal Session of the
raneral Assembly.

N His delegation recognised that each country had its own political, economic
_ 4 historical characters and each is at a different development stage with
B pational conditions and traditions. As a result each country was faced
its own human rights issues that called for urgent solutions and thus had
approaches and priorities on human rights questions with regard to the
sping countries, the nght to subsistance and developmeant were their
concemn. Therefore, respect for different understanding of human
held by different countries and the different measures they adopt to
human rights in line with their national conditions constitutes the
rsione for exchange and cooperation in the field of nternational human
. In the opinion of his delegation some practices in the human rights field
as the application of selectivity and double standards needed serious
on, the different social systems should be respected, amelioration of the
uman rights conditions should be substantial. The Chinese Government held
hat the developing countries should continue their cooperation in the future
york on human rights and the development of the international human rights

i should reflect more of the stands and interests of the developing countries
uding the Asian and African countries.

1120

~ His Government always attached importance to the development of the
aman rights and had acceded to eight intemational human rights conventions
d strictly fulfilled its obligations set forth by these conventions. It was ready
with other members of the international community on the basis of
understanding and respect and continue to make unremitting efforts to
e international cooperation in the field of human rights with a view
1er promoting and protecting human rights.

- The Deleate of Sudan agreed with the view of the delegate of Japan that
fMiman rights were universal and applicable 1o all and that they should be

v

-
Il.f*

=Spected pointing out that there were however, violations of the human rights
#¥ many countries, He expressed the view that those allowing human rights to

Violated should be condemned. In his view selectivity, bias and double
Ards were leading to abuse and victimization of small countries especial ly
N the mass media,

Hn_m:-mnm;rthe role played by China in crystallizing the solidarity of
bping countries to combat designs against them. While accepting
Cversality, traditional values, culture and religion of people can be used 1o
“Ence universality. While his delegation did not reject the creation of the post
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(ii) Decisions of the Thirty-third Session (1994)
- Agenda Item: “World Conference on Human
Rights and the Follow-up”

Adopted on January, 21, 1994*

African Legal Consultative Committee st its Thirty-third

s

Note with appreciation of the Broef prepared by the Secretariat on
genda item contained in document No AALCC/XX XTI Tokyo/94/12;
lecalling the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and the
versal Declaration of Human Rights as well as other inlemational legal
uments in the field of human nghts;

Mindful of the final document of the World Conference an Human Rights;

Reqffirms the basic principles incorporated in the Kampala Declaration on
Human Rights adopted by the Committes on 6th February 1993;

i fapres sxpressed the [ollowing reservaiion s ihe decirion
mph | of the recalusion nelers 1o the Komgala Declaration, my delegstion reiterales the
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L

Reaffirms alsothe solemn commitment 1o promote universal respect forang
enjoyment by all of human rights and fundamental freedoms;
Welcomes the successful conclusion of the Second World Conference o,

Human Rights, and calls for the full and effective implementation of .
final document of the Conference:;

Reirerates the vital importance of the universal acceplance of internation |
human rights treaties adopted within the framework of the United MNatios
system, and other treaties adopted within the framework of other regiona)
organizations;

Urges Member States (o devise effective action plans and concrpe
measures to speed up the process towarnds the goal. All states are encouraged
ta ratify or accede o those treaties with the aim of universal scceprance:
Recommends that the priority be accorded to the following conventions-
Iniernational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights { 1966,
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights {1966}, International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(1966), Convention against Torure and other Cruel, Inhuman and
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (1984), Convention relating (o the
status of Refugee (1951) and its Protocol (1967), Covention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979}, and
Convention on the Rights of Child (1989);

Acknowledgey the creation of the post of High Commissioner for Human
Rights and requests Member States to Cooperate with the High
Commissioner who shall act in accordance with the resolution of the
Ceneral Assembly;

Stresses the obligation to respect the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
domestic junsdiction of Member States, while promoting universal respect
for and observance of all human rights;

Affirms that the acknowledgement and promotion of the right o
deveopment would greatly enhance respect and observance of human
rights in general;

. Requesis the Secretary General to approach the Technical Support Facility

of the Group of Fifteen (G-15) to explore possible areas of cooperation
with the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committees as far as the legal
uspects of the right to development are concerned, and to report to the
Thirty-fourth session on the outcome of this consultation;

Direcits the Secretariat (o make further studies on the development of
international law in the field of human rights, and render appropriate ll:E}'"
assistance to the Member States at their request in connection with
national legislation conceming the promotion and protection of human
rights.

(iii) Secretariat Brief .
The World Conference on Human Rights
and its Follow-up

ral Proceedings of the Conference

he' was held in Vienna, from 14 10 25 June IEIEI'S.IThe
e Cd‘:::::gfp:n by the Secretary General of the United Nations,
-« Boutros-Ghali on 14 June 1994, The inaugu_aral address was
by the President of Ausina, Mr, Thomas Klescil. The Secretary
of the United Nations, the Secretary General of the Cnnlv:renq:, Mr,
im Fall, and the Federal Chancellor of Austria, Mr. Frank Vranitslay,

sred addresses ot the opening ceremony.
Conference was attended by the representatives of 163 States,
e all the 44 Member States of the AALCC. 1t was significant that the
ation was at the highest level, most of the delegations were
lents, Prime Ministers or Foreign Ministers. Autndancuulstum:lu!dad
miber of observers from United Nations human rights hud_mi.lﬂmln:d
on _organs, specialized agencies, inter-governmental urgumzmmns as
Al as nume l.linun-gmemnmmnlﬂrgnnlml:inns-Th:cbh:gutlnnufMLC‘C
‘composed of the Secretary General, Mr. Frank X. Njenga, the Assistant
Cretary General, Profcssor Huang Huikang, and the Permanent Observer ol
LCC 1o the Offices of the United Nations in Vienna, Mr, Ki Nemoto.
provisional agenda of the World Conference, a5 approved by the
Assembly resalution 47/122 of 18 December 1992, was unanimously
| by the Conference, which was as follows:

Opemng of the Conlerence.
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(2}
(3)
(4}
(5)
(&)
(7}
(8}

(2)

(10}

(11}

(12)

Election of the President.

Adoption of the rules of Procedure,

Election of ather officers of the Conference,
Appaintment of the Credentials Commitise.
Establishment of committees and working Eroups.
Adoption of the agends,

> B

General debate on the pro -

; ; Eress made in the field
Since ﬂ:::e n{duptl_:::n of the Universal D:clﬂmli:; m?ill::::.nr.: sl
m‘lr:lEI on _u:lenu_ﬁcﬂmn of abstacles 1o further progress in thi _’Igh“
and ways in which they can be overcome. 15 aren

Consideration ofthe rela; i ocrac
: 1onship between development, de
::Mmi :::r un::u:lrsalhmju:.rmnt of all human righis, kE-E[:;ingmin \-'il::
e imer-relationship and indivisibil; ECONGIM '
civil and political nights, S i

Consi -

h??:;:fﬂ::ﬂu;:ﬂ:mpﬂrmumnds in and new challenges to the
uman rights of women and . ]

those of persons belon 8Ing to vulnerable i men, including

Recommendation For

fa) :;hcngyunning m:_malilnnal cooperation in the field of human
I in il:unfnm!ny with the Charter of the Unitad Nations
and with international human rights instruments:

(b} Ensuring the universality, objectivity and non-selectivity of

the consideration of human rights 1ssues;

Enhancine th i i i
mmm“ﬁ“ ;e effectiveness of United Nations activities and

(c)

d i i
(d) Securing the Necessary financial and other resources for

United Nations activities in the area of human rj ghes.

(13} Adoption of the final documents and report of the Conference.
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Chile, China, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Denmark, El-Salvador,
France, Gambia, India, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Kenva, Kuwail,
Mauritania, Mauritiug, Mexico, Namibia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru,
s Romania, Russian Federabion, Senegal, Spain, Syrian Arab
Llir Thatland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia,
& USA, Venezuela, Yemen, Zimbabwe, Among them were 15 member
,.. s of the AALCC.

B o g to the rules of procedure, the Conference decided fo establish
in Commiitee, compaosed of all Conference participants, to discuss
items 9, 10, 11 and 12, and one Drafting Committes, composed of all
nent delegations. The Conference further elected Mrs, Halima E.
{Morocco) as the Chairman of the Main Comminee, and Mr. Gilberto

nia (Brazil) as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee.

al debate had been conducted in the Plenanry throughout the

ference from 14 1o 25 Tune 1993. Statements were made by representatives
couniries end a number of observers. Mr. Njenga made a statement on

‘of the AALCC on 21 June . The text of the statement was circulated

1 the Member States of the AALCC, During the general debate and

the framework of the Conference, certain specific days were designated

15 theme days for peace (15 June), development (16 June), women (17 June),
pus people (18 June), children (21 June), democracy (22 June).

_. 115 23rd plenary meeting on 25 June 1993, the Conference adopted by
' us the draft final declaration of Vienna as recommended by the
g Commitiee. At the sarme meeting, the Conference also adopied the

of the Warld Conference.

A some unpredicted developments of the Conference, the Conference on

1993 afier hearing Foreign  Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

without a vote, to appeal to the Security Council to take necessary

=5 10 end the genocide taking place in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in

lar at Gorazde. The Conference further, an 24th June 1993, after intense
; adopted with a roll-call vote (88 in favour, 1 against, 54 abstention),

Special Declaration on Bosnia and Herzegovina, introduced by Pakistan on
venall of 5| State Members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference
=) At the same meeting, the Conference adopted a Special Declaration on
ngola without a vote.

“8jor Issues of Contention

ecting the diversity of opinions on human rights issues among
0ers of the international community, the drafi final document, prepared
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