(iv) Matter Concerning the Headquarters of the
AALCC

mmhﬂwum“ﬂmﬂmﬁyuﬂd
yas constituted on 15th November 1956. The Committee was renamed as
e Asian-African Legal Consultative Commitice with effect from 19th
1958 to include participation of countries from the African continent.
he Sixth Session of the Committee held in Cairo in 1964, the Committee
hﬁuﬁﬂnmlﬂ}mlﬂdmﬂumlum-!d
pnities as well as the privileges and immunities of the delegates and
vers to its sessions and the officials of the Secretanat. Pursuant to that

; mwwnmmlhhﬂ&ﬁﬁh—hﬂ
‘Consultative Committee and the Government of India in September 1966,
The Committee was intially constituted for a period of five years and
ereafler its term was extended for successive five year periods on four
ni oceasions.

" “.!4. !pulll Committee of Liaison Officers in s report in 1980,
d that the Committee should function on a permanent basis. In
nmmulum“nmmmmnmmw

.;ﬁ} hvhwufﬂn:nmﬂnu:ﬂmmmuuﬂhmﬂ

(i) Eﬂmplm revision of the Statutes and Statutory Rules in order to

bring them in conformity with the present structural position and

s sctivities;

(illi) Conclusion of a Headquarters Agreement with the host

~ Governmem;

i¥) Amendment of the Articles on the Privileges and Immunities of

the Committee;

(V) Acquisition of premises for the Committee's Secretariat and

(vi) Review of the Staff structure and conditions of the service including

retiral benefits for local personnel employed in the Secretarial.
"Ihupmnftluﬁpn:m Committee of Liaison Officers was submitted

» member Covernments in October 1980 for their comments and thereafter
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it was taken up al the Commintec’s Colombo Session held m May 1981
There baing no objection by any Member Country 11 was decided 1o place
the Committee on 4 permanent fooling.

At its Bangkok Session held in January 1987, the Commitise adopted
the revised statutes, A mew Secretary Genersl was elected during the
Singapore session held in 1988, Al the Nairobi Session (1989) the Comminies
adopied the revised statutory rules which came into force with effect from
Ist May, 1989.

At the Beijing Session { 1990) the Commtiee adopted the Adminstrative
Staffand Financing Regulations which came into force on 1 7th March 1990,

Since, then the ilem on "Headquariers Agreement’ has regularly been
on the Agenda of the AALCC Annual Sessions. Exhaustive consultations
were held between the Sccretary General of the AALCC and the Officials
of the Government of India. While negotiating the issue of providing premuses
for the AALCC Secretanaot, the Indian Government promised w offer a plot
of land for the building, free of cost in the post diplomatic area of New
Delhi.

During the thity first session of the Commitiee held in Isiamabad in
1992, ihe Heads of Delegations constituied o Working Group compnising of
China, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia and Uganda o
Agreement between the Government of India and the AALOC. The Secretary
Generul wy designated as the convenor,

The Working Group held exhsustive discussion on the malter and
examined in detall the possible course of action which the Commines
would take to finalise the matter of the Hendguariens Agreement inclading
the issue of the premises The Indian representative conlirmed his
Government's offer of a plot of land st no cost to the Comminee in the
prestigions diplomatic area in New Delhi measuring about {0.40) acres. The
cost of the land which was vet to be determined, would be set-off agams:
India's contribution 1o the cost of construction of the building which would
have (o be bome by all AALCC Member States. The 1erms and conditions
of the offer of the plot were 10 be specified later and communicated in
wriling 1o the Secretary General. In the view of the Indian representative
this was the most favourable offer that his Government could make and
while they were privileged 1o have hosted the Committee for the last 35
years, they would not stand m the way of any other member State willing
to make a better offer.

At the Thirty-Second Session held in Kampals (1993) an importan
development ook place, conceming the relocation of the Headguorters of

e Commillee. The Government of the State of Qatar made a generous
o 10 host the AALCC Headquaners at Doba on very flexible and attractive

e - ia facili Jand for the
They offered 1o provide certuin facilities such as necessary t
’W huilding, adequate interest-free joan to finance its construchon
H{.ﬂnm-kpi-ﬂmhlﬂhmmﬁhmﬂnmﬁumﬂm
N eligible stafl in accordance with international law and the Vienna
ot i Commitiee in its decision adopied ol that Session thanked
--wﬂmhmmdﬁnuhﬂﬂmmnﬂqm‘n{
e AALCC, and accepied the offer as reflecied in the Resolution. Rich
i mpuuuunmmdmﬁ-ﬁummmcnu
thbrty-5e n1mymmrﬂlﬁ&cmwﬁmﬂmﬂdhﬂt&piﬂ-
tian in discharging its funclions as an Lnurwvﬂ‘nmu! organisation. The
Del of India reiterated his Government’s commitment o host the
headquarle dhm-hthdﬁmﬂh#hﬂf
‘Government of Qutar, the Indian Govemment would appreciate Qutars
affes in writing to facilitate its full examination and to review is own offer.
After deliberations on the subject during which maost dgluplil:nl-
‘hendauarters and its implicntions including additional financial obligations
of the Member States, the President ruled that the Government of India
hﬁmmmﬂﬂhmmﬁ&rwhﬂmmywmnﬂmpﬁw
ncm their offer and communicate the same 10 the President. If their offer
was comparable to that of the Qatar Government's offer then at his discretion,
an intersessional meeting would be held at the Ambassadarial level in New
Delhi under his chairmanship. Otherwise he would proceed to implement
he decision as reflecied in the resolution the text of which has been

AP P

Subsequent to Kampala Session the Joint Secretary, Ministery External
Alfzirs of the Government of India informed the Secretary General in &
betn: dated 19th February 1993 that the Indian Govemment had decided to
vithdraw its offcr in support of the proposal made by the Govemment of

. 1.

Tl

ON ON THE PROPOSED RELOCATION OF THE
HEADQUARTERS OF AALCC FROM INDIA TO QATAR
ADOPTED AT THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING HELD ON 4TH
FEBRUARY, 1993,

he Asian.African Legal Consultative Commitiee
Recalling its resolution dated 16t February 1992 adopeed at the Thinty
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First session in Islamabad, Pakistan regarding Headquaters Agreement;
Having considered a report by the Secretury-Ceneral contained in
document No. AALOOXXXINKampala\9320,
Noting the histonic mole of the Government of India as one of the
founders of the Non-Ahgned Movement;

Noling with appreciation the contnbution of ihe Government of India
to the spirit and aspirations of the Non-Aligned Movement by hosting
AALCC since its O,

Noling with satisfaction that the unfailing back-up of the Indian
Government to the AALOC s activitees has helped it 1o Mourish and expand
on both regional and intermational levels, and thus 1o contribule in shanng
International Law developments and its condification,

Noting with great Satisfaction the Indian representative’s assurance
that the Indian Government will continue its full-fledged commitment to
AALCC's principles, purposes and activities;

Dechdes:

|. Toexpress its deep appreciation and esteem to the Government of India
for the tremendous efforts and sincere support rendered to the AALCC
for more than three decades during which the AALCC was based m
New Delhi,

2. To express its thunks to the Government of the State of Qatar for its
generous offer to host the Hedquanes of the AALCC in Doha which it
accepts, unbess the Indian Government would make a better offer in one
manth after the conclusion of the Thiny-Second Session of the AALCC,
in which case the President would hold an Inter-sessional Meeting at
Ambassadorial level in New Delhi,

3. To request the Secretary-General of the AALCC and the President of
the Thirty-Second Session to hold consultations with the Government
of Qatar to consider and finalise the relevant details as soon as possible.

4. To request the Secretary General to report on this matter, at the earliest
possible convenience, to the Liaison Officers in New Delhi,

5. To request the Secretary-General to report also on the financial
implications involved in the moving of the Headquarters and the
necessary staff from New Dethi to Doha; and

6. To report on the progress in the implementation of this decision o the
Thirty-Third Session of the AALCC,

II. United Nations Decade of
International Law

(i) Introduction

' uﬁuﬂ'ﬂﬁhﬂﬁﬁn&nﬂnlwuw"wu
i':ﬁn agenda of the Twenty-ninth Session Committee held in
Beiiing in March 1990 in accordance with Article 4(d) of the Statuies of the
Asian-African Legal Consultative Commitice. At that Session the Commitice
considered a preliminary note submitted by the Secretary-General. The
Mot inter alia pointed out that the UN. General Assembly at its Forty-
fourth Session declared the Decade of the Nineties as the United Nations
decade of International Law and that the main purposes of the Decade
id be:

m mdﬂmhmwdw
i promote means and methods for the peaceful settlement of dispules
h“ﬂmu-ﬂﬂ#hmw
~ Coun of Justice; _
{iil) To encourage the progresstive development and codificanon of
) To encourage the teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation
of international law.

I order to gather specific proposals for the programme for the Decade
“and the appropriate action 1 be taken the Secretary-General of the Unied

wmmmhwnurmmm
Memational bodics and non-governmental ions and 1o submit a
®port thereon 1o the Forty-fifth Session of the General Assembly. In the
ight of the proposals received a Working Group of the Sixth Committee in
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the course of the Fory-fifth Scssion of the General Aszembly was o be
charged with the preparation of a generally agreeable programme for the
United Nations Decade of International Law.

Az an inter-governmental organization the AALCC had been invited 1o
submit views on the programme for the Decade and an appropriate action to
be taken on programme for the Decade including the possibility of holding
a third international peace conference or other suitable international peace
conference at the end of the Decade. The AALCC whose very raison detre
is the progressive development and codification of intemational law addressed
its2lf to and responded to the substance of the General Assembly Resolution
44723 of 17 November 1989, That Note of Twenty-ninth Session spelt out
the role which the AALCC could play during the decinneum in respect of
the four elements which the General Assembly had identified. The main
points of the Note, it had been proposed, could form the basis of the
Secretariat’'s formal reply to the United Nations Secretury-General, The
Commuitiee was also requesied (o consider the preliminary enterpnise with a
view to mandating the Secretarial with the preparation of a comprehensive
brief on the appropriate action o be taken duning the United Nations Decade
on Intemational Law,

The Twenty-ninth Sassion of the Committee (1990} after a preliminary
exchange of views, mandated the preparatioin of a comprehensive study on
the UN Decade of Intemmational Law. In fulfillment of that mandate the
AALCC Secretariat took some initiatives to update the study. It expressed
the view that a further exchange of views both in the proposed Working
Group of the Sixth Commitiee of the General Assembly at its Forty-fifth
Session and at the subsequent Session of the AALCC could contribute
pseful inputs to the Secretariat’s study. Subsequently, the Secretariat after
the Twenty-ninth Session prepared and forwarded to the office of the Legal
Counsel of the United Mations its observations and views on the Decade
which were reporoduced in the Report of the United Nations Secretary-
General on the item “United Nations Decade of International Law™ (Af45/
430 of 12 September 1990)

During the Forty-fifth Session the Sixth Committee established a
Working Group on the United Nations Decade of Intemational Law to
prepare generally acceptable recommendations for the Decade, At that Session
the General Assembly while adopting the programme of activines during
the first term (1990-1992) of the Decade, requested the Working Group to
continue its work at the Forty-Sixth Seszion in accordance with its mandate
and method of work.

Subsequently with a view to inviting further comments and observations
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‘Membe the Secretariat prepared a paper for the 'Thlrtb:llh Session
Mﬁmrﬁ in Caira (1991) where it furnished an overview of the
K expressed during the Twenty-ninth Session (1990) and enumerated
I which the Secrctariat had “mwui gﬁ!!n;:z::fﬂl!:
; ' at r also incl BETV
i h::l;i d“;: &F::iﬂaﬂ pp:f:arm and forwarded to the Office of the
'::nmntl and the Draft Programme of activities to be commenced
LeB% e first term (1990-1992) of the United Nations Decade of
A ional Law as prepared by the Sixth Commities’s ‘lhf'urhng Group on
B -_.I ond Nations Decade of International Law and submitted to the Forty-
R Gession of the General Assembly. g o
" v AALCC during its Thirtieth Session held in Cairo ide
_“y should heggiw:n serious attention, and therefore, placed the
jtem on the agenda of the meeting of the Legal Advisers of h{:mher Stiles
Committee to be convened at the UN. Headquarters in New ‘J_f'nrt
“the Forty-sixth Session of the General Assembly and on its Thirty-
Session agendii
e course of the meeting of the Legal Advisers ufh{nmhﬂﬁtm_:s of
SO o view was expressed that the ‘Decade” could greatly contribute
enhancement of the rule of law in inter-state relations. It was felt that
ed Nations Declaration on the Decade of International Law had
ored the fact that the international -:mnmunit;raI::d.m in fﬂnl H
; importance to both intemational law e Internation
m (ICJ). Tt was emphasized that the international community
to take necessary steps (o strenthen the role of the World Cc_lun,
2 out that discussions on the role of the IC] generally :mpﬂ:mm!i
'ldjtldinnﬂv: role and overlooked the other roles it could perform, it
ted that the advisory opinions of the International Court of Justice
jere a very significant aspect of the role of the Court.

It was proposed that during the UN Decade of International Law the
AALCC and the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly could take up
ssive develnpment and codification of such aspects of mmﬂmnll
I8 as (1) State Responsibility; (2) the Draft Code of Crimes Against the
"edce and Security of Mankind; and (3) the Legal Effects of the Resolutions
Withe General Assembly.

_ The subject of the *Decade’ was subsequently discussed at the Thirty-
irst Session of the Committee held in Islamabad (1992). Inroducing the
at that Session the Assistant Secretary-Genemal inter alia stated that
% brief prepared by the Secretariat of the Commitiee endeavoured to
Fhiish an overview of the numerous activities of the Committee since the

5
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maiter was lnst discossed, st the Committee's Thintieth Seaston with a view
D preparing comments fpr transmission (o the Office of the Legal Counse|
of the United Nations. In May 1992 the Secretarint of the Committee
trensmitted to the Legal Coonsel of the United Nations & report on the
activities of the Commitiee relating to the objectives of the Decade and
observations on the Uniled Nations Decade of Intemnational Law. Thu
report has been reproduced herewith as the “Secretarint Study”™.

After due dehiberations the Commitiee ot its Tharty-first Session resolved
that the item should be placed on the agenda of the meeting of the Legal
Advisers of Member States of the Committee during the Forty-seventh
Session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York. The
Committee further directed the Secretariat to continue its efforts towards
the success of the United Mations Decade of International Law and decided

to place this iiem on the agenda of is Thiny-second Session.

Thirty-second Session: Discossions

At the Thirty second Session held in Kampala in 1993 the Assistamt
Secretary-Oeneral Prof. Huang Hwkang while introducing the mem ‘UM
Decade of International Law’ stated that the item had been on the agenda of
the Commitice since the twenty-ainth session held in Beijing and had been
considered at successive Sessions. He stated that the Geneal Assembly
Resolution 4653 had invited all international organisations o provide
mformation on the sctivities that they had undertaken in the impleme ntation
of the objectives of the Decade. The AALCC Secretariat had accordingly
fumnished to the office of the UN Secretary-General some notes and
observations. The documentation prepared by the Secretariat of the AALCC
(Doe. No, XXX Kampala/93/2 and 2A) reflected the work of the Secretariat
since the Islamabad Session (1992).

During the discussions, the Delepare of the People s Republic of China
simied (hat his govermmeni the UN Decade of Intemational Law
and had participated in the organisation of the activities of its first term.
During the first term programme of activites of the Decade, his government
had organised an Imternational Seminar on Developing Countries and
International Environmental Law in 1991 and a Symposiom on Third World
Countries and International Law in 1992 During the same penod, the
Chinese Society of Imernational Law had organised an Intemational Semanir
on the Teaching, Study and Wider Dissemination of Intemational Law, His
government shared the desire of the majority of members of the inlernational
society 1o strengthen the role of the ICT in the peaceful setilement of
disputes.
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legate of the Islamic Republic Jran expressed the view that
- uﬂhﬂdnﬂﬂhuﬁhﬂﬂtﬂﬂuﬂm
B s  timely initiative. 1 the view of his delegation it was imperative
mﬂmurmum.ccuﬁﬂrumnfumﬂh-.
” _ elations. He called apon the members of the Commines 10
wwudllh:nhjm|vnnfthnnudunumm1mmdu

>0 of the programme of activities.
ring t0 the programme of activities, adopied by the General
-. lhhhtrmmhﬂmﬂhuﬁmdhlm
hupdnuﬁnnﬂuunﬂhﬁnpmmmm in accondance with
—atinnal law and particularly with the charter of the United Nations. He
HWlﬂﬂlhﬂlmpﬂhﬂmswhmdm
mote the acceptance of and respect for principles of international law.
*’*. 10 his Government's proposal 1o the Siath Committee to convene
' hqmmwhﬂ:hhﬂﬂnuﬂhw.h:mmmam
umudmmltinpuufmnummimm He observed that the
ed congress, if held, would provide a unique opportunity to the
'F-. o publicise its activities.
mqm-—-ﬁuumrmurmmd
- could not be overemphasized. It was essential 10 chserve the
::.11'- nf international law in order to establish a peaceful international
umunity, He said that his government had undertaken several activities
romotion of the understanding of internanional law and for developing
ic acceptance of the UN Chaner.

Referrin o the means and methods for the peaceful settlement of

les enumerated in the programme of the second term of the Decade,
essed the significance of strengthening the role of the ICI. His
znit, be said, encouraged all members States 10 accept the compulsory
o of the World Coun with a view 1o facilitating the rule of law in
mationul society. His government proposed to contribute an additional
nof LS $25,000 to the Secretary-General's Trust Fund for Peaceful
ot of International Disputes through 1C].

WJHMJMMMHMH
hmﬂmﬂwﬂ:ﬁ!ﬁuu{&m
unllll'lilmﬂwlu’turpmnmﬂnlhub_hrhm His delegations
| {ts commitmen to the principles and porms of intemational law
wuuwﬂnumnfmmmmm He
the hope that the AALCC would continue to make positive
10 the progressive development and codification of imemational

9
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lew by strengthening bonds with such international legal institutions as the
ILC and the Hague Academy of International Law,

The Delegate of the Arab Republic of Egypt expressed the view tha
one of the means of realising the objectives of the Decade was o ensure
suppart for the idea of formulating a Convention on peaceful settlement of
Disputes. He pointed out that despite its vital imporiance for the stability of
intemational relations the issue of peaceful settlement of dispules was treated
only as a declarnlory legal disposition, In the view of his delegation there
was need to negotiate specific legal obligations on peaceful settlement of
disputes and 1o define adequate intenm measures for thelr containment as
well as 1o establish effective mechanisms for the settlement of disputes
through negotiations,

The Delegate af India stated that his delegation supported the objective
of the UN Decade of Intemational Law and would contribute to the activities
during its second term. He emphasized the significance of peaceful settlement
of disputes in contemporary international relations.

The Delegate of Libya was of the view that some of the objectives of
the Decade required in-depth consideration by the developing countries —
particularly that of observance of international law and the peaceful setthement
of disputes.

The Delegate of Tanzania sddressed himsell 1o the question as (o what
could be done (o promote attainment of the objectives ol the Decade by the
developing states members of the AALCC. He stuied in this regard that
during the Decade member states could ratify various International
Conventions. Calling for a penod of more action rather than rhetoric he
said that where national domestic legisiation was required to give effect 1o
multilateral instruments, endeavours should be made to enact such
legislations.

In his view stock was required (o be taken 10 ensure that buman rights
are respected. While preparing for the proposed Third Peace Conference.
third world countries must avail themselves of the opportunity which they
did not have at the second Peace conferece. The developing countries had
the ability 1o influence the world order by making tangible contribution 1o
international law principles as they had in the recent times in such cases as
treatment of refugees, the law of the sea etc.

The Representalive of UNCITRAL stated that the General Assembly in
declanng the ninctics as the UN Decade of Intemational Law had considered
internarional trade law as an integral part of international law. He said that
his organization had made its contribution to strengthen the rule of law in
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rety. The UNCITRAL congress under the theme

mTlli::Mm in the 2ist En!‘ﬂlj"t':r;w‘::h I;Hmﬂ
provided conceptual underpinning for m
& - o g ! I
" "zw&-ﬂmmm—dum#
guﬁdﬂmmmmmmmmm
sach ﬁmmh.hﬁhhmlhd-!m
i -mhﬂdﬂtﬁnulmmuﬁmduﬂu_uhnﬂsmhfru
mmpnpudmulhd:himﬂlhcmﬁm;m“
hould recognise the significance of international trade law. "
" The Delagate of Cyprus said that the proposed draft Code of Crimes
Agair lﬂ:hfﬂ&mﬂrﬂf“ﬂﬂmﬁ:ﬂrtﬁumm
-w.uhﬁtmwmlﬁw
nafer of ions His delegation favoured vesting the proposed
'an Intemational Criminal Court with compulsory jurisdicton would, in
:r:- reflect the Will of the community for a uniform application of
" The Delegate of Kenya while supporting the objectives of the Decade
mnﬁinmm-utﬂmﬂlmmmur
tain Staies 1o act in accordance with the principles of international law.
» said that developing countries were often victims of opportunistic
erpretation and application of intemational law.
said that the issue that required consideration was
?mmmﬂm adopied by the Security Council Referring to
folation of the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and Protocol I thereto
esulting in acts of aggression and violation of State sovereignty, he said
st jurists were obliged to stop the use of force.
The Delegate of Syria expressed the hope that during the Decade of
IMernatior Law the principles and rules relating to international rivers
vould be progressively developed and codified
The Representaive of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) said
that during the Decade of Intemnational Law developing countries needed to
kook into the existing principles of law and institutions and consider whether
these subserve the common interests of all States.

ke intcrnats
f st

I
1992

I';"'L.-




(i) Decision on the United Nations Decade of
International Law

Adopted on 52,1993

ran Legal Consultative Committee

‘Having taken note of the Report of the Secretary-General on the United
18 Decade of International Law contained in Doc. No.
AXXXINOIN2 and having considered the Report of the meeting of
gal Advisers of the Member States on the United Nations Decade of
i Law convened during the Forty-sixth Session of the United

s the importance of strict adherence to the principles of

Law as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations;

) ilerates that many of the political, economic and social problems

; ﬂﬂthmﬂwmnhﬁ:hmﬂhmmhmlm

_ Welcomes the 'l'll'im]!. initiatives taken by Member States of the

mmittee in the implementation and observance of the Decade;

quests Member States to continue to give serious attention to the

ance and implementation of the Decade;

guests the Secretary-General to apprise the Secretary-General of the

Miled Nations of the initiatives taken by the Committee in this regard;
Mﬂmﬁaumhpmmmmnmsmplhnmm

hmmthet::nniufﬂt]mﬂhgnhhel.ﬂ;ﬂﬁdwuf
r States of the Commuttes to be convened at the UN Office in Mew

k<



(iii) Secretariat Study: The United Nations
Decade of International Law

The present report has been prepared pursuant 1o paragraph 3 of General

ssembly Resolution 46/53 of 9 January 1992, entitled “United Nations

ecade of Inlernational Law” whereby the Assembly invited all States and

gernational organizations and institutions referred 1o in the programme o
update or suppplement information on activities they have

ndertaken in implementation of the programme to the Secretary General,

s well as 1o submit their views on possible activities for the next term of
s Decile

Raole of the AALCC

~ Following upon the adoption of the United Nations Decade of
Mernational Law the Secretary-General of the Asian-African Legal
onsultative Committee has held consultations with the Legal Advisers of
States of the Committee at each successive sessions of the General
sly. The informal exchange of views that the Legal Advisers held
coupled with intensive debate on some selocted issues has further
nderscored the unique character of this organization who is constantly

to promote the progressive development and codification of
nnal law.

of the Acceplance of and Respect for the Principles of
 The Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee has continued to urge
Member States which have not already done so, to consider ratifying or
ng o multilateral conventions. The AALCC Secretariat is of the view

£




—_—

that since negotiations in multilateral treaty-making process are o longdrawn
affair the instruments emanating from the process which often codify
intemational law ocught o be rmtified a5 early as possible 0 bring law
making conventions into force. This would ensure that the time, energy and
labour as well as other resources invested in its adoplion are not wasted. In
this regard one may refer to such conventions as the Law of Sea Convention
1982, adopted by UNCLOS II1, and such other treaties and conventions
whose drafi articles are drawn up by the Intermational Law Commission
over a period of years with the collaboratioin of the Sixth Committee of the
General Assembly of the United Nations.

The AALCC organised a Workshop jointly with the Office of the
UNHCR; to commemorate twenty-five years of AALCC and UNHCR
relationship; entitled “Intemational Refogee and Humanitarian Law in the
Asian-African Region” in New Delhi in October 1991, The aim of the
Workshop was to enhence the awareneéss of the government authorities in
the region concemning the comprehensive character of the international
instruments concerning refugees and in particular (o promote the ratification
of or sccession to the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to
the Status of Refugees amongst the member States.

It should also be pointed out that in so far as the ohjective of acceptance
of and respect for intermnational law is concemed the AALCC Secretariat
was among the first to endorse and urge mtification of or accession o both
the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal as well as the Bamako Convention on
Ban of Import Into Africa and the Control of Movement of Hazardous
Wastes within Africa by its member States.

It should be noted that in many jurisdictions, while a State may have
ratified or acceded to a treaty, in the absence of a national, enabling,
legislation the provisions of the intemational instrument can only be cited
out but cannot be invoked before the courts of that State. In promoting
“pcceptance of respect for the principles of international law™ efforts have
been made to ensure that such principles are effective and legally binding
within the Member States. Thus, the Workshop on “Intemnational Refuges
and Humanitarian Law"” organized by the Secretariat of the AALCC and the
UNHCR in New Delhi inter aliz recommended that the Secretariat of the
AALCC consider the possibility of preparation of a draft mode] legislation
which could serve as puideline for the ensctment of national/municipal
laws relating to refugees. The AALCC is currently working on such a draft
model legislation on refugee law which will, hopefully, be of use to the
member states in formulating thewr nationnl legisiation on the subject in
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i“wmm' g the 1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol and other relevant
: instruments on refugees.

of Disputes
Pramotion ns and methods for peaceful settlement
1 . Et:ttﬂmllzl;-ﬁng resort to and full respect for the International

| “f::: .C“u i< of the view that peaceful settlement of disputes is one

- mndiﬂal pEri:::i:im :1' the Charter of the United Na.timls. This plrinl_:lph:
e been reiterated in such instruments as the Declaration of Principles
Pt Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operalion Among
ok e cordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 1970; the
] “E.‘.-e:hrﬂﬁnn on the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes, 1982, nnd the
ancement of the Effectiveness of the Principles

peclaration Of the Enh
significance and importance hitherto unwi

ai the World Court can play in the pacific settlement of disputes.
A meeting of the Legal Advi

I sent of disputes. The President of the International Court of Justice

" Sir Robert Jennings addressed the above mecting. Sir Robert Jennings

fuced his address with the remark that he found the renewed support fo

ik

also emphasized the importance of advisory opin
Court of Justice as an instrument of preventive diplomacy.

Justice” mpmdhyﬂmﬂﬂcmmiuufmchALECmcimulﬂadu

the protection and preservation of the environment.

“enter into co-operation agreements with other exists

prefaced bi ly most gratifing and encouraging. He
he Court in the General Assembly gra nions of the International

It may be recalled that a brief on the ‘Role of the International Court of

i ional Relations,
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ANNEX ' dy of the
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